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CONTROVERSIAL. only laid claim to this right, but also assumed to him- 


self the authority to name the commanders of the 
7 . ORRrapr Tt TAT On 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, /sinaller vessels, and to exclude every officer that he 
COWNECTED WITH THE SOUTHERN EXPLORINGEX- |ihought proper from any service in this national en- 


PEDITION | WITH COMMENTS UPON THE SAE, ‘terprize: an authority unjust im itself and wholly 
BY Lieut. A. Suipecty, U.S. Navy. 


junknown to the history and usage of the service. 
The circumstances under which the following cor: | Whether from an ignorance of Captain Jones’ pro- 
respondence originated are brieily as follows: In re-| foscional charzeter, from the very small number of 
turning trom England more than a year ago, I had! oficers who have ever been associated with him on 


occasion to make a somewhat detailed report to the duty, a want of confidence in his claim to those sea- 


Secretary ofthe Navy, on such matters of a profes- | maniike atiainments which can only be acquired by 
sional nature as had ‘fallen under any observation | 

While in that country; having been officially instruct- 
ed so todo by the predecessor of the present Secreta- 
ry. Onreceiving this cominunication, the Secretary | 
of the Navy was pleased to thank ime for it, and to as was supposed, in the spirit of his own interests, as 
express a favorable opinion of its importance. Ont) an aspirer to the honors of a flag, and in opposition to 
of this circumstance, and the Secretary's desire to re- (he general interest of his corps, which he stands 
ceive more minute explanations on the subject of a charged with having expressed to Senator Buchanan, 
steam vessel of ae which [ had described in my of Pennsylvania, it so happened that few officers were 
a, Hey re ene eee ete | willing to take part in this enterprize, so well suited 
pondence which extended to two or three letters, in, ,, ‘empt the best spirits of the service. Among the 
the last of which, dated May 26, 1836, the Secretary few who were desirous to embark in: this expedition, 
did'me the honor to consult me concerning the ex-' W Jer the disadvantages of an inexperienced and un- 


popular commander, was myself; and having -re- 
ceived froin the Seeretary of the Navy the promise of 
an appointment I was anxious still to abide by it. To 


‘ 


my astonishment, T was soon after told that Captain 
Jones objected to my appointment. The real grounds 
of his objections I am at loss to discover, having 
never personally known him, or had either the inclina- 


the sort had failen under my observation, I hastened) tian or opportunity to offend hi:n; his alleged grounds 
: . . i ate lian & +f “a 38 . ° ‘ 
to consult a nuinber of intelligent officers and builders, | .jj] be found in the following correspondenee, 


and sent the Secretary the resul! of their opinions as to | 
the construction and equipment of the vessels to be| « WASHINGTON, ug. 22, 1836. 
employed. Ithought that this information mightpass| ‘ Sir: T bez leave most respectfully to request that 


H Te > af you will reconsider the decision which I understood 

thi , rorth, andil it were of no advantage, :. , rstoo 
fot WERE. WOR WEE, ; “you to say on Saturday last, you had come to, in re- 
would at any rate dono injury. L was very far from lation to commanders for the small vessels, pre- 


foresecing at the time, that the Secretary’s thus con- | paring for the South sea surveying and exploring prs, 
i , j j v io edition. 
sulting me,and my replying to him, would subject) P 
, g me, j ‘ss , -.| Two of the commanders named by you on that 
H > ’ , P . ve C j 
bath him and me to the suspicion and jeaiousy of *| sceaston, Lieutenants Slidell"end-WVillea: aseeane 
commander of the expedition. to be subsequently ap- | questionably gentlemen of high attainments of ‘a 


pointed. As the Secretary’s letter seemed to point to! peculiar nature, but that they are superior or even 


; } iti or [co ray 3 r nal pa > ° : r 
my taking service in the expedition, I also expressed equal a: commanders to many of the one hundred and 
at t bark in an enterprize which held | /”® lieutenants who stand above them on the Register, 
f Fe PSS an ente A il 4 : : . 3 

oe ec ey gies WA , | 1 imagine will not be admitted by any officer of the 
out the prospect of honorable adventure, and took the navy; and Tam sure thet no Captels, called toe 
t ‘ coed 3 : ; the 

liberty of stating that I shouk! feel honored by being | command to which I nave been assigned, would, if 


: : : ate shi . iq ‘ ! 7 re av i 
appointed to the command of one of the brigs, of  untrammel d in his selection, ever have thought of 


; be at aie struction, | 2aming either of the above officers as commanders. 
which the act of Congress authorized tue construction. (749, painful in the extreme to me, to be fonnd in 
> To) 


The Secretary replied to my letter on the 23d June.) conflict with the honorable Secretary of the Navy up- 





active employment at sea, or a_just indignation at the 
agency attributed to him in the Navy in defeating the 
bill for its reorganization, introduced into the Senate 
by Mr. Southard, by means of opinions conceived, 


ploring expedition, the act for authorizing which, | 
was on the eve of becoming a law. The Secretary’s 
motive for consulting me may have been that. in my 
recent visit to the dock yards of the naval power 
which has taken lead in expeditions of this natnre, ' 


I might have made observations suited to throw light | 
on the subject. Though, us it happened, nothing of | 





a 


and acquiesced in the reasonableness of what I had | on any point of professional duty, nor would it be so 
, ‘in any ordinary naval operations. But called as I 

naked fot. ; . ,. _ |have been. (without solicitation or any agency whatever 
Some time subsequently to this communication,! | my part ) to assume a most responsible command, 
Captain T. Ap Catesby Jones was appointed to the | of the most delicate and intricate nature, it never 
command-in-chief of the expedition. It has been | crossed my mind that aquestion Pe sm Se se- 
sometimes, though not always, the case in our Navy, | lecttons to be made from those of the Navy who'were 
: to accompany me on the expedition, much less could 

that a commander has been permitted to select the}, suppose that inferior and junior officers to whom I 


first lieutenant of his own ship. Captain Jones not had positive objections would be forced upon me. I 
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eae 
now most respectfully repeat what I said in conversa- 
tion on Saturday that my objections to either of the 
above named officers having command undef me in 
the exploring expedition are insuperable, nor should 1 


that should deprive them of the confidence of the 
President. 
l am respectfully yours, 
M. DICKERSON. 


be willing to have Lieut. Siideli in any other sitna-; Commodore Tuomas Ap C. Jones, 


tion: To Lieut. Wilkes, I jave always looked as the | 


rson to be placed in charge of the imstruments, and | 


ut the Aead oi the surveying party, and waile he is 
considered in reference to those bighly responsiodle 


Commander af the Exploring icrpedition, 
Washington D.C,” 








duties, it must be manifest to every one, that he can 
not be thonght of as a commander, or for any other 
performance of regularduty. 

**T therefore renew my application for the appoint- 
ment of the officers named in my letter of the 17th 
instant—and 

“I have the honor to be, with profound respect, your 
obedient servant, : 

THOMAS Ap CATESBY JONES, 


Commander of the Lxpeditivity 
Tothe Hon. Secrerary or THE Navy.” 


——d 


Navy DeparTMENT, August 31, 1836. 


“ Str :—I have attentively considered your letter 
ofthe 22.instant,in which you request that I will re- 
consider my decision in favor of Lieutenant Slidell 
and Lieut. Wilkes, as cominanders of two of the 
amaller vessels to be employed on the south sea ex- 
ploring and surveying expedition. 

“ You allow that * Lieutenants Slidell and Wilkes 
are unquestionably gentlemen of high attaininents oi 
a peculiar nature.’ ‘Lbis is well known to my prede- 
cessor as wellas to, myself, and we believe that their 
peculiar attainments will be highly important to the 
success of the expedition, if einployed in it. 

« You,think that no.captain, called to the command 
assigned to you, ‘would if untrameled in his selection 
ever have thought of naming either of the above ol- 
ficers as commanders.’ 

«1 find on consulting some of the old captains, that 

differ from you in opinion, and [ think you do 
those officers injustice. 

“That one hundred lieutenants stand above them 
on the register, as you state, is true; nor is it pre- 
tended that they are superior to those wiro are above 
them, but it is believed they are equal to inany of 
them. 

‘s Of those you. prefer te. Lieut. Slide and Lieut. 
Wilkes, one stands on the register above Licuteniuats 
Slidell and Wilkes, but far from th.; head of the list, 
the other stands lower. I believe it is not pretended 
that they are superior to all who stand above them, 
but it is believed they are equal to many of thein, and 
this would be sufficient to warrant their appointment. 
We do not go.to.the head of the list for officers to be 
engaged ip this expedition. The officer you propose 
as second in commana, is one of the youngest of the 


Masters Commandant, although believed to. be very | 


competent to the task to be assigned to. him, and there 
are cosa captains on the Register above yourself, 
and yet this circumstance has not operated against 
your selection.as commander of this expedition. 

*« As you seem to have a peculiar objection to Lieut. 
Slidell, it is not proposed to send him in your ship ; 
but you object to him-not only as the commander of 
one. of the. vessels, but also object to.having him. in 
any other, situation in the expedition. 

*s."Phat you should thus seek to exclnde an officer 
whoge services are considered of the highest import- 
ance. to the expedition, whose scientific and literary 
attainments. give him an elevated station in the 
service, and: whose honor and character are unques- 
tioned, is in my opinion, unjust to the individual and 
detrimental to the service. I see noreason to change 
my opinion as tothe propriety of detailing those of- 
ficers for commands in the smaller vessels, unless 

ou exhibit some evidence of their want of capacity 
or. such commands, or want of integrity. and honor, 


“Near Prospect Hrix, Virginia, 
| Sepiember 2, 1836. 
| ««Srr: Your letter of the 31st nitimo, 1 have had the 
| honor to receive, and { regret the necessity it imposes 
jon me of vindicating myself against what I ain sure 
lupon further retleeon you will find that L am not ob- 
| uoxious to. 
' Ja the first place I would respectfully remark that 
[the inferences which you have drawn from my ac- 
knowledyments of peculiar mertt in certain officers are 
very dierent from what | intended to express, and 
from what L believe my letter of the 22dof August 
fairly imports; L never before supposed that to ac- 
cord pre-eminence in one branch of science, was 
doing injustice to an individual because he was 
equalled or surpassed by others in another branch, or 
,in some professional attainments ; would it have been 
any disparageinent to Washington to have said that 
| Marshaii Wasa better jurist, or to Wellington to say 
ithat Nelson wasa better Admiral, or to Franklm to 
i have said that Rash was a better physician? L believe 
‘not, yet all of those highly gifted persons were ‘ un- 
' questionably gentlemen of high attainments of a peculiar 
nature,’ and each one peculiarly qualified for the sta- 
‘tions they respectively filled. 
| After quoting from my letter, you say ‘ I find 
.on consulting some of the old captains that they diier 
‘from you in opinion and I think you do those officers,” 
| ( Stideil and Wilkes I suppose ) ‘injustice !? Phat 1 dif- 
fer {rom some oi the old captains on more subjects 
| than one is very true. ‘Lb here are however some of them 
‘whose opinions have great weight with me, but in 
‘choosing officers to second me on such service as the 
‘exploring expedition, f shouid not be willing to be 
,governed by the opinions of such captains, althougtr 





.a4 the same time [ might not reject the officers that 
those very captains would choose as their own seconds 
(on like service, were they in fact left untrammeled to. 
| make their selections: Mr. Jerierson justky remarks 
i that to forin a correet opinion of the actions of others, 
'we must be placed under cirenmstances as nearly. 
'Sinilar as possible to those in whieh the person, acted, 
wiose conduct and motives we undertake to sean, this 
most just rnte, is strictly applicable in the present 
case, and [ hope, all who undertake to. judge of, on 
for me, will bear it tuil in. mind. 

| Again you say, ‘that you ( meaning myself) 

(should thus.ask to excin le an officer whose services. 
are considered of the highest importance to the ex- 
pedition, whosefserentific and-literary attainments give 
/himan elevated station in the service, and whose 
_, honor and eharacter are unquestioned, is in ny opin- 
lon unjust to the individual, and detrimental to the 
| service.’ 

| © Now Ist us pursne the subject by analogy a little 
ifurther; when a high public functionary calls around 
‘him, gentlemen of talents and distinetion to.assist him 
‘in the afiairs-of state, does he do violence to the rights 
jof society? or doesshe in any degree disparage the 
| Merits of repntation ef any who-are not.chosen? ¢er- 
|tatnly not. Neither then can a captain in the navy,. 
| who may he detailed for some peculiar service, with 
| the privilege of choosing his associates do injustice to 
| any junior officer by selecting seniors-of equal at least, 

if not superior qualifications. 

, “*Of those you prefer (that is L prefen) to Lienten- 

lant Slidell. and Lieutenant Wilkes one you say stands 

on the register above Lientenants Slidell and Wilkes 

| but far from the head of the list, the other standa 
lower.’ Here I. imagine is some mistake, for. by 
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consulting the oificial naval register for the present | part of one commander alone, would blast every hope 
year [ find Josiah Tattnall stands number 32 on the|of success, and make the expedition the laughing 
list of lieutenants, Charles H. Bell 45, ‘Thomas Aloy- | stock of the civilized world; 1 need not refer yon to 
sius Dornin number 77, and A. . Pinkliain number the History of past ages to show the banetul ef- 
103; and these are the fonr officers | have asked tor | fects ot rivalry ia commanders who ought to act in 
as commanders of the three smailer vessels and the | persect harmony and strict concert; the history of our 
store ship; aud by the samme official register it will be! iate war, and the still more recent events of the Fiori- 
seen that Lieutenant Siidell’s position on the list is! da and Seiminole campaigns, afford iessons whieh it 
one hundred and seven from the head whiist that ot | may be well for us to treasure up. : 
Wilks is one hundred and eighteen—aud these are the! “Jf Belies-lettres attaininents are paramount to all 
officers, that | am required to take in place of Tat- | other qualifications in commanders for the expl-ring ex- 
nall and Beii,* the foriner having been eighteen years as | pedition, why not draw from the nation’s best resources 
lieutenant, the latter sixteen, whilst Slideil and Wilkes | in (Aat line ? Why pass by Irving, Cooper, Paulding, 
are lieutenants of ten or eleven years date only, and! Stewart, &c. &c. &e.; they are all more celebrated 
of that time the two last mentioned have been but) as authors than Mr. Slidell can possibly be at this 
comparatively little in the way of ucqutring practical | tine, and one of them at least has actually seen more 
knowlege in the line of their profession at sea ! | sea service than either Slidell or Wilkes ; superadded to 
_ * Having thus sir, as J fondiy hope, proved myself | which the same one possesses unrivalled qualifications 
innoxious of the charge of ** doing injustice” to Lieu-- tor having resided many years among the South sea 
tenants Slidell and Wilkes, because I have asked Jor | islanders, and being familiar with their language, 
their seniors tn whose abilities as practical seamen ani | their manners and their customs; the selection then 
fitness for command I have greater confidence, 1 will|ofany of the above named, unquestionably gentlemen 
now as briefly as | can state my particular and cogeut | of high attainments of a peculiar nalure, to command 
objection to Lieutenant Slideli’s ocenpying a stauou ‘tue sumailer vessels of the expedition, would in my 
in the south sea surveying and exploring expidition, tf opinion be less at variance with the rights of the navy, 
I am to command it. | than would be the appointment of junior officers on ac- 
« You sir, will doubtless recollect that about the. count of their literary fame, over the heads of their seni- 
time, at which the bill authorizing the south sea ex- | ors of undoubted long and well proved professional skill. 
pedition became a law, I was one morning in your’ * Lo Lieutenant Wilkes, as I have stated on all oc- 
office urging my claim to the Pacifiz Squadrun, which | casions, I have ever looked as the officer proper to 
had just been assigned to Capt. Ballard; on that oc-! place in charge of the astronomical and other instra- 
casion, among other reasons assigned by you for not) ments, and to be at the head of the surveying party, 
giving me the command I had some claim to, you said | the station most appropriate for him, and where alone 
that you wanted to keep me near you to consult with | his mathematical and scientific attainments can be at all 
and assist in planning the ame voyage to the | available ; 1o place him in command of one of the smal- 
south seas, or words to that effect; Judge then sir, what| ler vessels would at once deprive the expedition of his 
my surprise must have been when I heard from your- : useful knowledge for the principals of each department of 
self, confirmation of what had previously reached me | science must be with the princtpal instruments on board 
as a rumor, that Slidell, an { at least another person in| of the largest ship, and of course under my immediate 
New York had been consulted by letter, and their! command and personal direction, this arrangement is 
views asked for, whilst all was si/ence towards me! Now | indispensably necessary for the vessels will often be 
sir, I beg to be most distinctly understood, that I do | separated, soinetimes by accident, and sometimes by’ 
not mean in the most remote degree to call in question | desizn, in either case the work would go badly-on, 
the honorable Secretary of the Navy’s entire right to; with the tzstruments on board one vessel and the opera- 
seek information, from any, and from every source he | ors in another. 
may think proper, and in so doing choose hisowntime| ‘I have finished, my views and reasons are fully 
and his own way, but, I do think, after what had pass-! before you, it is your high province to command, my. * 
ed beiween the Secretary and myself, as above stated, | huimbie duty to obey, and I hope never to be found 
that I had reason to expect at least to have been among! wanting, in respect, or becoming acquiescence to those 
those whose opinions the Honorable Secretary had) whom the law and the constitution places in authority. 
solicited, and if under these circumstances I felt sur-| Tain sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, - 
prise, what onght to be my mortification to find my- | THOMAS Ap CATESBY JONES, 
seif called to a command to carry into etiect the plans | Com’;. of the South Sea Exploring Expedition, . 
or views of my jimiors who are to hold conspicuous | To the Hon. SecreTAryY oF THE Navy.” 
stations, nominally under me, but who if they are | +> 
mortal men may, and surely will, view me only as a'! ‘“* Navy DEPARTMENT, 
more successful rival occupying the station which} ‘« September 12. 1886. . 
they had some reason to hope ior themselves ; but this! ‘ Sir:—In answer to your letter of the 2d instant, 








is not all, for one of them is to be the historian, by au- 


thority, to give his own version of my acls and doings! 
Under these circumstances is it unreasonable to sup- | 
pose that Mr. Slidell has forined some definite plans | 
and views of his own, at least as to the general outiine | 
of the voyage, and is it not equally reasonable and | 
consistent with the character oi frail men, to suppose | 


that Lieutenant Slidell wou!d on most occasions lean 
to his own, rather than my wishes, shonid we differ In 


opinion and be separated as the vessels most unques- | 


tionably must offen be, and all this too, may be done 
by an honorable gentleman, and one who means to do 
his duty faithfully, according to his ow notion, but the 
consequences wouid not be the less disastrous on that 
account, as any thing like want of concert, en the 


* Note sy A, Sutoett.—The disingenuousness of the 
use here made of Licut. Tattnall and Bell’s names will 
be apparent when the reader is told that Lieut. Tattnall 
was already under orders, and Lieut. Bell had declined 
the service; as had also Lieut. A. B. Pinkham, whose 
name is likewise used. 


received on the 5th, I have to state, that an inference 
was drawn from your acknowledgment, that Lieuts. 
Slidell and Wilkes were *“ gentlemen of high attain: 
ment-of a particular nature,” that they were qualified 
to act aa“commanders of the small vessels in the Ex- 
ploring Expedition. On the contrary, I should have 
inferred from your language. that, in your opinion, 
| those atiainiments of a particular nature were not such 
as were required for the command of those vessels. 

| «© You will observe that my opinion of those gen- 
i'tlemen does not rest upon your admission, but upon 
‘the knowledge of my predecessor, and myself, that 
the high attainments of those gentlemen of a peculiar 
character, afforded evidence of their being fit for the 
| command of those vessels. 

| “<The injustice which I think is done to these offi- ’ 
‘cers is not that you have preferred others to them, but 
| that you had endeavored to exclude them from com- 
| mand in the expedition, by representin that no cap: 
tain in the navy, having the command which had been 
offered to you, would have thought of either of those 
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entlemen as the commander of a sinail vessel on 
this expedition I think you uadoriated those oiti- 
eers, and in so doiug, have been unjust to them; and | 
IL know you are misiaken as to the estimation in which 
they are held by the captains of the navy. 
~ # You think there is a mistake, as to the fact, that 
One of the oificers you had spoken of as couuauders 
of the smaller vesseis, was lower on the regisier than 
Lieuts. Slidell and Wilkes., Both the Lieuts. Piuk- 
bam were spoken of by yon as properotheers to coin- 
mand the sinaller vesseis; and dtcubea hk. Pinkheaw 
was ordered to report to you, fog the purpose oi re- 
eruiting seamen, &c., for the expedition, but with a | 
view, when so ordered, to his being finaiiy ordered to | 
| 


' 
} 
| 
} 
| 
' 
| 
| 

by ! 


the ccesnmmand of one of the vesseis. You ailerwards 
expressed a preference tor Lieut. Alexanter B Piuk- 
ham, but at the same time iiformed me of your con- | 
filent belief, that he would not willingly accept the | 
command of one ot these sinali vesseis; and lis is | 
known by a communication ivoin hiaa to this Depart. | 
ment. 

*« Lient. Slidell is of the year 1525, and Lientenant 
Wilkes of the year 1326, and Licui Jt. Rt. Pinkham 
of 1827. Lieut. A. B. Pinkiiaia is of the saue yerr 
with Lient. Stideil, but higher on the register; and 
he is undoubtedly eminentiy quatified to Lave a com- 
mand in this expedition, “Phe order upon the register 
is Lieut. A. Bo Pinkham, Lieut. Siideiil, Lichicnant 
Wilkes, and Lieut. R. R. Pinkhais; but the alinstou 
to their respective places on the resister, was for no 
other purpose than to show, that iu your esimmatiou, 
officers might with propriety be enirusied with te 
command of these vessels, although they migut not 
stand high upon the register. 

«You state, that one morning, when you were at 
my office urging your claim to tie Pacific squadron, 
which had just been assigned to Capt. batlard, | as- 
signed, among other reasons for noi giving you she 


near me to consuit with, and assist in planiing tie 
contemplated voyage to the South seas, ‘or words to 
that efiect.”. Judge then, you say, ‘what my sur- 
surprise must have been, when [ heard trou) onrself 


‘confirmation of what had previously reached ine as a) 


rumor, that Slidell, and at least ove other person in 
New York, had been consulted by letter, end tieir 
views asked for, while all was silent towards me.’ 


Tt is true, that in the conversation you aliude to, | 
I stated, that I should wish to consnit you npon the | 


subject of the Exploring Expedition, siould such be 
authorised by Congress; but not that I wished to de- 
tain you from other serrice, for this purpose. I de- 
cided in favor of Capt. Ballard for the Pacifie squad- 
ron, solely because I thonght it dne to him, and with- 


out the least reference to any service that iniyit | 


afterwards be required of you. 

** My reason for wishing to consnit you on the pro- 
posed Exploring Expedition was, that you had sub- 
‘mitted a memoir several months ago to this Depart- 
ment, upon the subject of discoveries in theSonth seas, 
and giving your views upon the same. But it never 
occurred to me that you would be oifended or sne- 
prised at my consu ting others upon this tinportant, 


and as it respects the navy, somewhat novel subject, | 


‘or that yon wonld look with jealousy upon any otii- 
cer whose opinion might ask, or consider the an- 
swer on the part of such officer, as a reason for ex- 
cluding him from serving in any capacity whatevcr 
on this expedition. - 

** ‘The other person with whom yon intimate I have 
‘eorresponded, I presume, is Capt. Ediaund Fanning, 
of New York. : 
Capt. Fanning long since planned a South Sea 
Exploring Expedition, and has been urging it upon 
Congress ever since the administration of Mr. Madi- 
son. So far as there is a merit in suggesting and 

urging this measure, it is due to Capt. Fanning. He is 
-intimately acquainted with many regions which it is 
intended to explore; and it is very desirable to have 


TL, 698 MS RI EE ee I ee 


‘the benefit of bis knowledge and ¢xperie 
| fitting out and conductin 


| that aii was silence towards yourself. 
| visits tothe Departinent rendered a correspondence 


| as 


=e 


nee, both in 
g ihe expealiion. 

* 4 am ata loss ior the meaning ot your statement 
“Your lrequent 


by letter unnecessary; apd in your conversauons with 
me upon the subject ot the Expioying Expedition, I 


am sure you bave met wiih nothing like silence or 


reserve. 

“In selecting a gentleman of belles-lettres attain- 
menis ior writing the history of this « xpedition, you 

k, why pass over ‘Irving. Cooper, Pauiding, Stewart, 
&e., &e.?? These gentlemen have deservedly high 
reputations as writers, but no one ot them bas applied 
for service in this expedition, and probably would 
not be willing to leave thetr enviable situations at 
home, for a visit of two or three years to the neigh- 
borbood of the South Pole. 


Il, 


at 


* Asto Lieuts. Slidell and Wilkes, I shall not order 
either of them for service on the Exploring Expedi- 


tion, until L know the pieasure of the President upon 
the subject. 1 aia, very respectfully, 


7 
ee 


ui obedient servant, 
“M. DICKERSON, 
Capt. Tuomas Ap C. Jones, 
U. S. Navy, 
Prospect bul, Foirfux County, Fa.” 
“« New York, Sept. 28, 3236, 
* Srri—t have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the 2od instant, enclosing copies of the eur- 
respoudence between 


Cay; 


the Navy Department, and 
nt. DT. A. C. Jones, on the subject of my appoint- 


j}ment 10 ihe command of one of the brigs on the 


Southern Exploring expedition. The manner in 
which the Departinent has fulfilled its obligation of 
protecting an oflicer thas unconsciously assailed, and 


irepiicd to inost of the obj-etions that have been raised 
command yon claimed, that 1 wanted to Keep yea | 


against me, ts so salisiactory, that I have but little to 
aid in my own dofenee. Ona important objection, 
however, has not attracted the notice of the Depart- 
went; and as il is based on a imisstatement of Capt. 
Jones, Liecl imysclt called to retute it. 

“in comparing me with other candidates, Captain 


'Jonss couples me with Lieut. Wilkes, and takes oc- 


;casion to -ay that *Siidell and Wilkes are Lieuts. 
ol teow or eleven years date ouly, and of that time the 
two fast mention d have been comparatively little an 


the way of acquiring practical knowledge in the line of 


| ihetr prosessicn at sea!’ How far this inay be true 
lot Jaieut. Wilkes, does not concern me. With 
| regard to myseli, the charge is wholly nntrne. You 


}witl readtiy ascertain it to be so, by referring te the 
| recor is of the Department, whieh will show, that, 
| having entered the serviec in. 1-15, [ made a cruize 
jin the Mediterranean in the brig Chippewa, Lient. 
Com. George C. Read; that unmediately after ber 
return, [made a second cruize to the same seas in the 
en Java, Capt. O. HL. Perry; that, on iny retarn 
| fro.n this cruize, [ was employed on the survey of the 
|eastern coast in the brig linterprise, Lient. Com. 
| Law renee Kearay; that soon after I made a three 
| years ernize in the frigate Macedonian, Captain J. 
Downes ; and that on the return of that ship, I went 
jagain in her to the West Indics, under Capt. James 
| Biddie, My next service was as acting lientenant 
}in the schooner Terrier, on the West India station. 
Afier whieh [was next employed in the frigate Bran- 
dywine, on the West India and Mediterranean. sta- 
tions, under Captains Ballard and Kennedy, Commo. 
Biddle and Capt. Renshaw, without any interruption 
lor nearly four years. 

* This is the amount. of my active employment in 
eruizing ships, covering a space of nearly eleven 
years. It may not be irrelevant to state, that in the 


intervals of their ernizes, I have not only made re- 
peated voyages as a passenger, but have alsa been, 
while a passed milshipman, eighteen months in com- 
maud of amerchant ship. 





I mention these additional 
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ae — aus : eae sees Cs ineeeeeale etter) 
facts, because iy deiicivicy li nautical experieuce,by the press over matters connected with the disci- 
is repeatediy lusisied ou. indeed, Capt. Jones goes | pine of tite Navy advantageous or salutary, nor do I 
so far as to siate Whai loliows: + it belies-leiires | think the popularity of the navy would be increased by 
utlaitinenis are paramount to ail oiher quaitjicuitous | spreading Captain Jones’ letter beiore the public. I 
tm commanders Jor ine scplormg xpeduivu, WHY !au happy to have. the epportunity of putting it on 
pass over Irving, Cooper, Pauiaing, Stewart, &e., &c.7| record, that 1 have never yet penned a newspaper 
hey ave aii more ceicbialeud us authors thau wat. parazraph on the subject oi the navy, nor been engaged 
Slideil can possibiy be at tis line, and one of them, ti auiy of those treacherous, yet not nnirequent at- 
at least, has actually secu wore sew service than eilier tacks upon persous connected with it. Lf however my 
Slidell or Wiiikes.’ haine shouid herealter be brougut into notice, in cone 
_ “Taking tor graaled what bas been said about my uection with this Expedition, through the publie 
literary preleisious, Whicd have hever beeu tue Sub- priais, | shall feel bound to come iorw ard with a com- 
ject ot Wich seii-cuupiacency io the, aid still less 50) piete slateigeut of the whole traisaction, narrating the 
since they have Deen iikely to exciude me trou the|sigual manuer in which I have been aggrieved; not 
career of protessionai distiuclion pieseuled by this in auy auonymous or smuggled form, but with the 
expedition, aud leaviag Lictit. Wilacs again lo deiend | saucuon aud esponsibility oO: my name. 
hisuseli, ois lucuiubeut ou ame to Siale, Liat Lis as- | ’ ¥ 


seruion of Capt. Joucs, tial ir. Stewart, the ceutie- | 
man here designated by Uie conteat, las seen more 


sea service than | have, is aosoiuiely untrue. dir. 
Stewart hias been oie cruize, as a Cuapiatu, to Lie 
Pacilic, aud pari of a cruize to Ule Giediivrraneaa, 
Making jn aii, peruaps, loui Yeais; Wuereas, luy sea 
Service ju the navy alone woce Uiaa duubdies tivat 
number, Whilst i most uistinclly Coudadict Usis 
doubie missiatement about iy Coaparuuveiy Lite 
Sea service, and about lis beiug less tuaa tie Rev. 
Mir. Stewait’s, 1 do not preteau to say Uiat Capiain 
Jones has beew wiiluily or maiiciousiy guiliy oi it; 
but in rebutting il, L iausit beg jeave iW express mj 
reprobatiou Gi a superior ofiicer’s ius boidiy making 
asseitions in an Oxicial Communication to tue Navas 
Departuent, suited to injure the proiessional cuarae- 


ter of an interior, withor’ availing hisuseif ef the 


hieaus so easily wilhuu lis reaca oi acCeilaililiis Ullal! 


they were uiierly uatrue. 

“Todo uot tiak, then, that a s rvice, exceeded 
oniy by a simali natnority, of my grade, counl have 
taued to quality me lor Lae COuaaud to wien L as- 
pire. ‘Luat oi Cipt. Jones, the Co.mmander-in-cinel, 
Consists Gi a Service la gun-beais, lia atid about Lie 
Mississippi, in which be acquired distinetioa, bul ia 


Which tiere was no opportunity of wequiuitig seauman- 


ship 3 Aad of a sea service of avoui two Vedis as Uisi 
lieuteaaut of the frigates Cousiclivion and Uaited 
States, in the Nhecdiferranean, and of aboul the sawe, 
or perha;s a louger lime, ia cominaud of tie Peacock, 
As both tuese were broken cruises, in whieh be did 
not go out cad return io the same suip), live years sea 
service on duly iu cruising ships may Willi great iibe- 
rality be stated as the extent oi what Capt. voncs lias 
actuaily seen.* I do not assert this positively, but 
as being all the sea service generally ascribed to ita 
in the havy. My estimate, hi licorrect, may Camily 
be mado right by a reference to docdiueuis iv posses 
sion of the Department. This circumstance is #0! 
stated for the purpose of disparaging Capt dimes, Ot 
Oiiering any judgment as to his filness toy Ue COla- 
inand of an expedition especiaily requitivs Sfeal hau. 
tical ski; but simply to show that UMS sca Service 
Of five Voars—assuming the estimade lo be correct, ot 
cowectinge it 1 not so-—-be such 4s to, queliiy hain for 
the coonmand of this whole pypertition, iV naval ser- 
vice of tore than ten veare UUchl weil quauiy ie lor 
the subordinate ComuieG, uider his orde rs, Ui Vile UI 
the siailer vessels, 


« As an officer’ feel bound to deny the insinuation | i; guiiecient that the practised seaman, the thorough 


of Captain Jopes that should I go ou the expedition j 


mic¢ht, whea separated froin him, ‘lean to iny own, | 


“i have tie honor to be, very respectiully, 
your most obedient, 


ALEXANDER SLIDELL, Lieut. U. 8S. N.” 





6 , 


Such is the correspondence of which I have been 
so Unplcasantly made the subject. The oilicial letter 
irom the Navy Department, answering my application 
lor a copy of these documents, contained the request 
that they might not find their way into the public 
prints. As, however, allusions not to be misundersteed 
have been recently made to me in newspaper articles, 
coming evidcutly from Captain Jones or his friend Mr, 
Reynoids, or procured to be written by them or their 

literary associates, I felt that it would be unjust to 
mysclito remain silent under the imputations which 

they cast npon me. I requested therefore and re- 
ceived permission to publish this. correspondence. 

The chief of these ipatations is, that [was intrigue- 

iag to suppiant Captain Jones, and procure the com- 
mand of the expedition for Master Commandant 

Perry. That I should attempt to confer the chief 

1 of this expedition on another, while it was 
yet very doubiiul whether I should obtain a subor- 


COMMA 
dinate coiimand myself, is an idea almost too absurd to 
reqnire refutation. I know it, however, to have been 
uftered by Captain Jones on various occasions, and I 
believe it aiso to have been produced covertly, and by 
way of allusion, in the public prints, through ‘his 
agency, or that of his friend and associate Mr. Rey. 
nods. This eharge is wholly without foundation. 
When it Was as yet uncertain what commander was to 
be appointed to this expedition, Mr. Reynolds himself 
told me that the choice lay between Captain Jones 


‘and Master Coinmandants Perry and Gregory. Mr. 


Reynolds best knows the cause of the extraordinary 
selection that was subsequently made. He best un- 
derstands the congemiality that may bave directed him, 


ithe tact compromise that may have been entered 


tinto, and the Congressional influence and the array of 
‘names that may have backed his representations. It 


officer, the individual possessing in a high degree the 


rather thad his wishes.’ The school of discipiine in| confidence of the profession, with which he has ever 


which my oificial character has been chiefly tormed, 
that 6! Coiumodore Biddle, bas incdicated any other 
lessons, raiher than those of insubordination, or a per- 
verted construction of the orders of asuperior. With 
reference to your request that the documents of which 
I hereby furnished copies, should not find their wey 
into the public papers, 1 shall be serupulously careful 
to observe it, I do not consider the control exercised 

* Nore.—Since writing the above, I have discovered 
that this ¢stimate is much too liberal, 


| 


| been identified, was nade to give place to one whose 


i 
} 


| disconnection from the service has long been. prover- 
bial. The representation then that I had intrigued to 
withdraw the command of this expedition from Cap- 
tain Jones, and confer it on Master Commandant 
Perry is equally improbable and untrue ; nor could it 
have been put forward but to cover other and more 
real objections. 














$2 
ee ee 
‘The most offensive part of Captain Jones’ corres- | tain Jones’ command after the sentiments he had ex- 
pondence i is that, in objecting to Lieut. Wilkes and) pressed towards us. He however did me the favor to 
‘myself, as commanders to serve under him, he goes/ oifer me the situation of historian in the scientific 
on to volunteer, on behalf of all the other Captains inj corps of the Expedition, with appointments very 
the Navy, the following statement: “Iam sure that | greatly superior to what I should have had as com- 
no Captain, called to the command to which I have | wander of a small vessel.. But as my desire to take 
‘been assigned, would, if untrammeted in his selection, | service in this expedition had its origin wholly in pro- 
ever have thought of naming either of the above oifi- | fessional, and not at all in literary ambition, or a crav- 
cers.as commanders.” This is a charge of no trifling | ing for large emoluments, I at once declined an offer 
magnitude. Most fortunately for the individuals thus by which, “nevertheless, I felt honored. 
gratuitously calumniated, the Secretary of the Navy, | | My brother officers will, 1 trust, admit that my 
with a considerateness: which does him the highest | motive for laying this correspondence before them is 
honor, consulted. various captains to whom the ca- a very sufficient one. If I thought that the exhibi- 
lumniated were known personally, or by professiona! | tion of these difficulties would injure the Navy, I 
reputation, and they at once renounced the opinion so | would suder in silence the obloquy that has been cast 
improperly volunteered for them, As an additignal | upon me; fur I have no wish to save myseif by sac- 
commentary on this grave charge, I may add that the | rificing my profession. I ain on the contrary led to 
only two officers appointed to subordinate commands, | believe that the Navy may rather be benefitted by re- 
whilst this matter was in agitation, namely, Lieuten- | vealing the quackery which is passed upon the public 
ants Tatnall and Dornin, were extremely anxious for | irespecting it, and by showing how an officer, whose 
my appointment. They were both old shipmates on | ‘pr »fessional inexperience has been for years a familiar 
former.cruises in remote seas, with whom I should | topic in the service, may by dint of self-commenda- 
have been proud to have been again associated. Iisa, and the aid of well-chosen friends, be passed by 
‘may also remark, that so far from my appointment| the newspapers upon the country as possessing ‘high 
being looked on with such especial horror, ~ the qualifications” for a service demanding those profes- 
appointment of Mr. Washington Irving, Mr. 
Cooper, Mr. J. K. Paulding, or the Rev. “Mr. oo art, ! by toilsome service at sea- 
to the command of any of ‘the expeditionary vessels,! The situation in which I now find myself placed, 
would have been, as Captain Jones says, ‘less at! with reference toa superior officer, is entirely foreign 
variance with the rights of the Navy,”° I am assured | to ny character, and opposed to the past habits of my 
on ail hands, that my appointment has been generally | | professional life. 
desired by my brother officers. 
- What Captain Jones then has applied to me with- 

out sufficient authority, [ may, without the danger ol 
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a | sional attainments which were never yet acquired but 


Believing that there is more danger 
to the Navy, from insubordination in its inferior, than 
from tyranny in its higher grades, I have ever leaned 
to the side of discipline, and been disposed, when ques- 


alike mistake, refer back to himself; and I may say 
ins own. words, that no Secretary of the Navy 
“ would, if untrammeled in his selection, ever have 

thought of naming” Captain Jones to the command of 
this expedition. If unaffected by improper influence | 


tions occurred, rather to sustain a commander, than 
join the factious of my own grade. I have felt too 
that a commander has every motive to conciliate, and 





none to oppress ; that his solitary struggle for that su- 
| premacy over his inferiors, which is cosentia} to the 





of Members of Congress, acting ex officio, and with- | security of a ship of war, is one of no little difficulty ; 
‘out responsibility, for results, if urged by no pressufe | | and have ever sought to bear in mind, that at some 
from without, a Secretary of the Navy, making such | future day I should myself be burthened with the cares 
selection, would have gone into the records ‘of hie | | and responsibilities of command. As I would then 
Department to see what Captain was best fitted for so| most anxiously avoid the character of being factious 


important a-command—by past services, by the ex- | or inybordinate, I must trust to what has been stated, 
hibition of great resources in situations of difficulty, | to show how completely this controversy has sought 


and above all by length. of experience at sea. |me out, frot. the moment when service upon this ex- 
The: letters of Captain Jones, though bringing se- | pedition was firs profiered to me. For six months I 
tious charges against me, need little additional com- | have been harasse& with doubt, anxiety, and bitter 
mentary... They ’ speal for themselves, and the chaicest| feelings, to the total i inerruption of my ordinary avo- 
portions aré by himself carefully italicised and pointed | cations. The question is now settled. But it has 
with: notes of admiration. As for the remainder of | been generally known that I Wes to have been sent on 
this little history, it is easily narrated. The Secretary | this service, and as it isnow understood that I am ex- 
of the Navy fulfilled his intention of awaiting the ar- | cluded, in consequence of the oppostiion of Captain 
rival of the President:at. Washington, and then laid the J ones, the circumstances presuppose some disqualifi- 
whole matter before him. The President at once de- | cation on my part, and, being thus far discreditable, 
‘cided, with his accustomed sagacity and firmness, to | render it incumbent upon me to come forward in-my 
snetain the Secretary, and authorized him to order | defence, if I would preserve that favorable estimation 
Lieut. Wilkes and myself to the vessels which he had | among my brother officers which I cherish among the 
assigned to us. The order however was not given, | strong :st wishes of my heart. 
the Secretary assigning as a reason for it, that- he ALEXANDER SLIDELL 
would not do us the injustice to place us under Cap-| Nee York, 20th November, 1836. 
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FOR THE ARMY AND. NAVY CHRONICLE. 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


The Executive Committee of the American Sea- : 


men’s Friend Society, to the christian community, 
would respectfully represent : 


That seven years have now passed since the Rev. | 


Mr. Abeel was sent out as the first chaplain of this 
society, at a joreiga port: 

That the society are now employing chaplains to 
preach to seamen, at Canton, Havre, Marseilles, 
Swyraa, Honoiula, Rio Janeiro, and New Orleans ; 
That a chaplain is appointed tor Cronstadt, whe will 
soon be sent on', and an appointinent made also for 
Calcutta, concerning which the comumitttee are not | 
yet inforined; Thatat Lahein , Batavia, and Singa- | 
pore, they bear the expense of Bethel labors perforin. | 
ed by resident missionanes ; 

That they have purchased lots in the city of New 
York, for the erection of buildings for the accomimo- 
dation of the office of the society, a reading-room, | 
school-room, museum, and savings bank ; and for a! 
true seamen’s home, for the accomn odation ot ma- 
riners when on shore, and have already paid one- | 
third of the purchase inoney; hoping to be able to} 
erect the buildings in the course of the coming year: | 

That the Sailor’s Magazine continues to be pub-| 
lished by the society, 3,500 copies ef which are issued | 
monthly, and alarge proportion distributed gratuit | 
ously among seamen and others for the proinction of | 
the causes; that the seamen’s hymn book, and devo- | 
tional assistant, is also issued by the society, and | 
either distributed among seamen, or soid at the bare | 
cost: ' 

That efforts are constantly made to furnish perma- | 
nent libraries to ships bound to sea, as well as to put 
suitable books into the hands of individual seamen; 
and that measures are taken to promote among sea- 
men the cause of temperance, to retorin their morals, 
and to save their souls. 

The committee would further represent, that at 
several of the stations now occupied, additional ex- 
pense must soon be incurred. 

At Havre, the rooin occupied as a chapel, is found | 
to be altogether too small to accoinmodate ‘the sea- 
men and ethers who now crowd to hear the gospet. | 
A more commodious room must be fitted up, ora 
chapel built. ’ ; 

At Marseilles the operations of our chaplain have 
but just commenced, and some suitable place for as- | 


. - } 
sembling must be provided without delay. | 


At Rio Janeiro, there should be a floating chapel, | 
and a vessel for that purpose, ought to be purchased 
here, and sent out, or provided at that port. | 

At New Orleans, as the old marineis’ church has | 
been removed by order of the government, a tempo- | 
rary chapel must be provided, and arrangements made | 
for the speedy erection of a mariners’ church. 

These things are absolutely indispensable to s§ 
suecess{ul progress of the cause in the ports named. | 
The funds of the society have, hitherto, been very | 
small, and the committee have constantly been em- | 
barrassed in their operations. They have felt un- 
willing to plunge into debt, and have expended no 
more than the sinall amount placed at their disposal. 
But now it is very evident an advance ought to be 
made. The expenses just referred to, must be in- 
curred, or this work will be seriously impeded. 

Nor is this all. The community are doubtless 
aware, that this cause, like all the other benevolent 
efforts of the day, should be advancing. The com- 
mittee dare not rest satisfied with present attainments, 
Their field is the world and they cannot relax their 





' 
i 


efforts until a mariners’ church is found in every con- 


siderable port in our own country; until a devoted 
chaplain shall be stationed in every important foreign 
ort; nor until every ship hes become a floating 
ethel, and every sailor a true servant of Jesus 
Christ. 


__ In looking over the map of the world, a large num- 
_ ber of important ports could be pointed out, where 
the door is open, and nothing wanting but suitable 
men, and the means to sustain them, to enter in at 
once and reap the harvest. 

Shall we enter in at the open doors, and do our part 
in preaching the gospel to every creature? Or, shail 
we cluse our ear at the cry ef the saitor, and Jeave 
(him still to perish, with no man to care for his soul? 

Let the redeemed churches of the Lord Jesus, ponder 
weil the question, and answer it as they would in that 
day when God shal judge the secrets of men’s hearts, 
according to the gospel. 

Tuos. De Wirt, A. Vaw SInDEREN, 

Joun WHEELWRIGHT, Jonn C. BaicHam, 

Cuarctes N. Tatsot, Enw. RicHarpson, 

JONATHAN GRKEENLEAF, Rurvus DAVENPORT, 

Ecisua D. Hurtsurt, Wa. L. hupson, 
New York, November 12, 1836. 
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LIgvTENANT Brooxs.—Our young townsman, 
Lt. Horace Brooks, who recently left Florida for the 
restoration of his health, whith had become seriously 
impaired by exposure in that unhealthy climate dur- 
ing the last summer, we are glad to learn is ordered 
for temporary duty to West Point. 

Mr. B. graduated at that institution in J.ne, 1835; 
and in September following he deft St. Augustine for 
active service in the field. He was at the battle of 
Withlacoochee on the 31st of January, where, of the 
220 in action, we had 64 killed and wounded. For 
his conduct in that engagement he was personally 


| complimented by Gen. Clinch, and referred to in 


terms of praise in the official report of that officer. 
Alterthe action, Gen. Clinch made young Brooks his 


|adjntant, upon which duty he continued until the ar- 


rival of Gen Scott’s army, when he was attached 'to the 
artillery and placed in courmand of the rear division. 

On the passage of the river Withlacoochee by the 
army, the rear guard was attacked late in the even« 
ing The attack was sustained by Major Belton 
with the rear guard, composed in part of the rear 
division of artillery ander Lieutenant Brooks: . And 
in General Clinch’s report of the affair te General 
Scott, dated at Fort George, Lieutenant B. was again 
very particularly noticed for his gallantry and good 
conduct. 

When the army afterwards proceeded to Tam 
Bay, Lieutenant B. was left in the interior of Florida 
with Major Coeper’s corps of observation. This my 
was on half rations and continually harassed by t 
Indians for sixteen days in succession, In Major 
Cooper’s report he was again particularly and hand- 
somely mentioned. 

Q:: the return of the army, he was stationed at fort 
Drane, where he remained until the post was broken 
up. In consequence of the extremely unhealthy 
situation of fort Drane, mest of the officers and men 
were taken sick, and Lieutenant B. was of the num- 
ber; with the rest of the sick he was sent to St. Au- 
gustine for recovery, whence, by recommendation of 
the surgeon, he returned a few weeks ago to the 
north. We may hope that the invigorating breezes 
of West Point will soon restore to him the glow of 
youth and health, so prematurely lost, before his boy- 
hood is fairly past, although not before his conduct 
and courage have been proved worthy a maturer age 
and more hardy frame.— Boston Morning Post. 





THE TIDE sTAveED.—About the middle of last Oc- 
tober, the waters of the Elbe, at Hamburg, were ob- 
served to remain stationary for twelve hours, as ifthe 
moon had lost its influence over the sea, or as if the 
waters had forgotten to rise and fall. Ships at anchor, 
which invariably tarn and change their position accor- 
ding to the direction of the tide, remained all day mo- 
tionless. A similar phenomenon was observed on All 
Saints Day, in 1755. at the time of the memerable 
‘ earthquake at Lisbon. 
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WASHINGTON CITY ; APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT. 
THURSDAY ........ vee.ees DECEMBER 1, 1836. Surgeon Tuomas Lawsown, of the army, to be 


-- —_..----—-—— ' Surgeon General of the U. S. Army, vice JoserH 
A correspondent of the New York American of Love t, deceased. 


Monday last calls upon us to copy his virulent attack We congratulate the army on the above appoint- 
on the character of the late Secretary of War, Gov. ment, having been led to expect from current rumors 
Cass. ' | that a citizen would have been selected for the office. 
_ _ Aside from the impropriety of publishing a personal . 
invective against an individual who is absent from the | The Court of Enguiry at Frederick, Md., was re- 
country, and precluded from defending himself, we organized on Monday last. A communication was 
are not willing to do so at any time on anonymous received from Gen. Gaines, objecting to Gen. Ma- 
authority. Doubtless the editor of the American is ‘comb as a member of the court, so far as he, ( Gen. 
satisfied of the responsibility of his correspondent, | G.) was concerned. 
but that is not sufficient for us. Wedo notimpugn) ‘The following persons are in attendance as wit- 
the motives or the judgment of the editor in admit- nesses :-—Gen. A. Eustis,- Col. Lindsay, Col. Bank- 
ting the article into his columns ; but we would amk, | head, Maj. R. B. Lee, Capt. Ilitcheock, Capt. Dim- 
what good does the writer expect to accomplish by ick, Capt. MeCall, Adj. J. Green, F. D. Newcomb, 
this display of the acerbity of his feelings? Gov.) late of the 4th infantry, besides several officers of the 
Cass is now out of the War Department, and no | volunteer corps serving in Florida. 
longer responsible for the acts of his successors, ex- Spt 
cept insofar as his example may have its influence. | ITEMS. 
If any of his measures in particular are obnoxious to | The North Carolina, 74, dropped down to Hampton 
censure, and by exposing their errors or evil conse-, toads on Monday last. 
Gennes: a repetition of them ‘might be avoided, our) Vieut Thomas Cutts has been appointed Adjutant 
columns would be thrown open to any temperately | or tne ga regiment of infantry, vice Wright, promoted. 
written remarks. The article inthe American is too | vant am ‘ 
" Petite WN ‘ ; Capt. Jacob Brown, of the 6th regimentU. S. inf.,. 
vague and indefinite in its tenor, to arrive at acon- | iiss BS tins kg’ Pere, > . 
vats eS , . | has been elected President of the State Bank of Ark- 
clusion of the writer’s object, unless it be to hold up a ucas, 
the late Secretary to general odium as a hyprocrite | 
a a rag | ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
In making these observations, as our reasons for; _ aie we 
declining to publish the article in the Chronicle, we | Nov. 22.—Li J. K. Greenough, Ist inf y. Mrs.’ Pitt- 

















“ , é | tan’s. 
desire not to be considered as the apologist ofany of 23-—Bvt.M ajor J. Erving, 4th art’y, Fuller's. 
the public acts of Gov. Cass, with whom we never) Capt. 2 ap as ghee a , 
. . , 2£#.—.ajor ache, Top Eng’rs, Mrs. Meade’s. 
exchanged a word in our life. | 95.—Maor W.G. McNeill, do. Faller’s. 
OCR REIN 23 —Col E Cutler. dth infty, ee, 


It is with deep regret that we have to state the | 29.—Capt. W. A. Eliason, Eug’r Corps. do. 
fatal result of a personal rencoutre, which took place | 
at St. Simon’s Sound, Georgia, on Monday, 24th Oct. LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
between two officers attached to the U. 8. brig Por- | 





. WASHINGTON, Dec. 1. 1836. 
poise. ; ; | Agmy.—Lt. R.T. P. Allen, Lieut. —~— Anderson, 
There had been a previous misunderstanding on) Lt. E. D. Bullock, Col. E. Cutler, Capt. ——~ Canfield, 
board the vessel, between Passed Assistant Surgeon | 7 ab wee : rag yk ae mk nae Lt. 
si p - jd. YicUIslian, Lt. J. G.- eed, ro DB. Re ‘ ute R 
Geo. W. Palmer and Passed Midshipman R. E. Hooe, | s. smith, Lt. R D. A. Wade. q earned seale 
‘acting master of the Porpoise. On the day dbove-| Navy.--P. Mid. W. 1H. Ball, P. Mid. O. H. Berry- 
ehattiesd they met on shor Sdéniaily it is.b man, Mid. A. J. Clary, Francis Forrest, De. E. Gil- 
‘ y me ( accidentally it is be- christ, Lt. LL M_Goldsborough, Lt. W. S. Walker, 
lieved ) at or near a public house, when the dispute Commo. M. I’. Woolsey. 








was revived. After some words had passed, Dr. Pal | J48'N Conrs.—Capt. James Edelen. 
mer struck Mr. Hooe on the head with a poker or si 
pair of tongs, and the blow felled him to the ground. | PASSENGERS. 


As he was in the act of repeating it, Mr. Hooe drew | _ New Oateaxs, Nov. U1, per steamer Levant, from 
a pistol from the pocket of his outside coat, and shot | aueieiebee OS: 9 thee. Lae B. Wather, aoa 
Dr. Palmer through the right breast; the shot did not | ——s ny. 


) SAVANNAH, Nov. 17, per pilot boat Georgia, from 
prove immediately fatal, as Dr. P. lingered until the Charleston, Gen. W.K. Armistead, A it A. Garner, 
6th November, when he expired. 


Lts. Walbach aes Donaldson, and Dr. Heiskell, of the 

army ; per steamboat Santee, from Garey’s Ferry, Lt. 

We have understood that Mr. Hooe remained ten | C. A. Fuller, of the army. Nov. 29, per steamboat 

days in Georgia, after this occurrence, and volunta- lit RO ea ee ence anaes 
* . z . > . ° g > : m 

rily promised to surrender himself to the civil autho-| Cnartrston, Nov. 13, per pilot boat Georgia, from 

rities,should it terminate fatally. What steps, if any, epg Lt. ms ay i-s' and Dr. W. A. Berry, of the 

: ‘ ° army. - Ss. 38. Mi C4 

have been taken since the result was known, we are pe ba Cc. Aahoue: faa tier mn, Ae ee 

not informed. PuItapeLpuia, Nov. 29, per ship Edward Bonnaffe, 

An official report of this affair was made to the | £0" Tampa Bay, Major M. P. Lomax, of the army ; 


. Capt. G. W. W ’ Hi: ‘ 
Navy Department by the commander ot the Porpoise. dg Walker and Lt. F. C. Hall, of the marine 
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COMMUNICATION. 


THE NAVY. 

Mr. Epiror.—The article in your paper of the 11th 
August, signed “.4 Young Convert,” ( but which 
should have been signed * 4a Old Captuin,’’) is so 
‘calculated to mislead the public mind on a subject of 
vital importance to the junior officers of the Navy, and 
‘evinces such a petulant spirit, that, contrary to my 
habits, J ain induced to make a few comments upon 
it. Que thing is evident: the writer, if he belong to 
the Navy, is no * young” convert; as 1 take it for 
granted that no young officer wonld prove so recveant 
to his own interests, and the best interests oj the Navy, 
as to pen the article in question. Permit me to as« the 
‘‘young ” convert, (ifhe be indeed what the proiesses ) 
What would be his prospects, and the prospeets of all 
those junior oflicers in the Navy, who were once young 
but who are fast passing ‘ into the sear and yellow leat,’ 
should his docrine prevail, that there should be no 
more oflicers in the Navy than barely suilicient to olli- 
cer the different ships and yards?” and what, also, 
would be the situation of the Navy, should we be in- 
volved in a sudden war that would require usto fit out 
all the vessels now built or building? Promotions 
would have to take place {rom the list of lieutenants, 
to create captains for the coumand of our ships, toa 
very great extent, and the consequence would be, that 
at least one half of them wouid be commanded by men 
who had never served but in a subordinate capacity ; 
destitute entirely of that experience in command, 
which. can alone give the requisite confidence ina 

station of so much responsibility. Again, how many 
officers are there in the Navy, whose constitutions 





— —— = 


does not, however, proceed from idleness, but from a 
deep sense of the utter hopelessness of their condi- 


tiou. When they cast their eyes around them, and 
see the coinpanions of their boyhood, many of whom 
started in their career of life with infinitely fewer ad- 
vantages than they possessed; enjoying wealth and 
high civil honors ; and contrast their own poverty and 
dependence, they cannot avoid a feeling of disappoint- 
ment and dissatisiaction, Those who, by their ins 
fluence in Washington, have mainly contributed to 
keep them where they are, should be the last to re- 
proach them with it; and if my conjectures are right, 
**a young convert” is one of this description. 

li 1 am correctly informed, Mr. Editor, there isa 
determined opposilion on the past of some of the se- 
nior officers of the Navy, to promotions of the juniors. 
Whether this proceeds {rom principles of economy, 
dislike to add to * the present onerous list of ofiicers,” 
or to a determination to enjoy all the honors to them- 
selves, 1 wiil not undertake to say, That this latter 
inotive is attributed to them by the world, whether 
correct or not, is certain; and as the ‘young con- 
vert” has illustrated his subjeet by a story from Joe 
Niilier, altering only the names, I will endeavor to il- 
lustrate inine by giving you a description of a carica- 
tuve, Which | ain told is circulating in the Navy: one 
of our oldest commodores is represented as sitting in 
his cabin, where a gray-headed commander has just 
been presenting his orders to command a sluop of his 
squadron : as the latter is retiring, the commodore, 
with looks of strong disapprobation, observes to one 
of his officers present, ** Damned pretty business, to 
send a boy of fiity to command one of my sloops.” 

The truth is, that those who have had boys under 





could stand the perpetual vicissitudes and hardships 
of constant sea or shore service, without the tempora- 


their command, are too much in the habit of thinking 
of them always as boys. ‘They do not reflect, thata 





ry relaxation from duty, which, in times of peace, is 
vety properly promoted ?- I fear, very few. Of those 
who entered the service during the last war, there are 
few whose constitutions are not seriousiy injured, 
even with the indulgence which they occasionally 
have had of “ ‘leave of absenee,” or “ Wailing 
orders.” 

I will now present to the ‘young convert” a few 
statistical facts, which, in his zeal to prevent the pro- 
motion of the junior oificers, he has doubtless over- 
looked. I have before me a register of 1835; and I 
find, on examining the list of Post Captains, that two 
of them were in service but about one year, when 
they were promoted to the highest grade; the next 
three were in service about eight years ; the next four, 
about fourteen years ; the next eight, about fifteen 
vears; thé next twenty-one about twenty-four years 
The average of the time that the present Post Captains 
served, prior to obtaining their present rank, is little 
less than thirteen years. 

« Look on that picture, and thea on this.” There 
are now on the list of Lieutenants fifty or more indi- 
viduals, who entered the service prior to and during 
1812 ; they have consequently served nearly or quite 


25 years; and have not even reached the grade of 


cointaanders, whilst there is but one case on that 
register, of an officer’s serving that length of time ere 
arriving at the grade of Post Captain. Should the 
list of Captains and Commanders remain stationary, 
and promotions of Lieutenants be made only to fill 
vacancies, hopeless indeed are the prospects of the 
junior officers of ever attaining the rank they aspire 
to, until old age shall have damped their energies and 
rendered them unfit for any station but the grave, 
The “young convert ” states by implication, that 
the officers of the Navy are “idle” and * dissatisfied.” 
I apprehend that his knowledge of this fact is derived 
from his own associates ; as far as my acquaintance 
extends among them, they are the reverse of idle; 
they are active, industrious, and enterprising in all 


very few years, which is but a point to them, will 
change the boy into a middle-aged man. 

To conclude, Mr. editor, let me seriously recom- 
mend to the officers of the Navy to unite upon some 
plan, which shall give promotion to the midshipmen 
of the last war. That the Navy bill did not pass at 
the last session of Congress, was more owing to a 
want of union among the officers themselves, than to 
a want of disposition in Congress to pass a bill for 
their relief. But should this fail, and Congress not 
do any thing for their benefit, let me anpeal to our 
venerable President to take the responsibility, as he 
has the power, of nominating as commanders, those of 
the officers who were contemporaries with him, in 
their humble spheres, in the glorious task of support- 
tag our national honot and character. 


PETER SIMPLE. 
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DOMESTIC MISCELLANY. 











From the Boston Medical Jouraal. 


Seven of those U.S. navy seamen who were injured 
on the Boston and Providence railroad in the month 
of June last, were brought to this bospital immediate- 
ly after the accident. One of them had a fracture of 
the thigh, one a fracture of the fore arm, one a frac- 
ture of the clavicie, and one a severe lacerated wound 
on the calf of the leg, which through sloughing ter- 
minated in the loss of ‘a large portion of the soft parts 
of the leg. This patient, James Thompson by name, 
aged 64 years, entered the U. S. service in 1796, un- 
der Com. Truxtun, and has with the exception of two 
years spent in privateering, remained in that service to 
the present time. During all this period he has been 
present in several engagements; in that between the 
Constellation and L’Insurgente, the Constellation and 
and La Vengeance, the Constitution and Java, besides 
being present at the taking of two prizes while en- 
gaged in privateering; and wonderful to relate, he 


they undertake. That they are dissatisfied with their | never had received a wound of any description until 


present condition, and are ardently desirous of promo- 
tion, I will not pretend todeny. This dissatisfaction 








his unhappy accident on the rail road. When appa- 
rently about to die under an attack of hectic fever, 
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arising froin the injury, he observed coolly, it was very 
hard that he who had been so often exposed to every 
danger at sea, should so suiter froin wounds received 
on board a * land craft ;’’ and that had such an acci- 
dent befallen him while at sea, he should have cared 
little for it. 

The three other seamen injured at the same time 
were severely bruised, but were not long disabled. 

It is but justice to observe, in this place, in answer 
to the charges against the President and Directors of 
the B. and P. railroad, that the Presideut and two 
Directors of that company made frequent visits to 
these patients; always calling on me, and requesting 
permission to see them in company mith me. No 
advantage was attempted for a moment to be taken 
with any of these men, nor was the most distant 
allusion ever made, in their conversation with them, 
to any compensation or amount of damages. Never 
having had any acquaintance with either of these 
gentlemen until the past season, it would be absurd 
for me to pass an opinion on their character*or 
motives; still { may be allowed to assure the public 
that the most scrupulous delicacy and kindness was 
observed by thein in all their intercourse with those 
suffering men. At the navy yard, as I aim informed 
by Dr. Ticknor, U.S. N., the same attention and the 
same honorable conduct was manifested towards those 
men injured on the railroad as was observed here. 





INTERESTING PHENOMENON.—Lauriat has asten- 
ded into the upper regions now about twenty times. 
He has often been from four to five miles high, and 
has passed through clouds and all conditions of the 
atmosphere. It is impossible that observations of dil- 
ferent kinds, wih diiferent instruments, at such a 
height above the earth’s surface, should not result in 
some discoveries highly interesting to science ; and 
the following we deem worthy of the examination of 
all interested in tracing the various phenomena con- 
nected with this earth. In Mr. Lauriat’s last as- 
cension from New York, he ascended about five 
miles, and proceeded over ahundred miles. He pass 
ed throug clouds of sleet which covered: his ballon 
with icy particles—but what was more interesting, 
he discovered when he was at his greatest altitude, 
the needle of a compass which he had with him did 
-not have the least tendency to exhibit polar attraction ; 
but wavered about at all points of the compass. This 
circumstance is worthy of investigation, and should 
be made the precursor of-examinations of the like 
kind, which may, by various experiments, result in 
arriving at some probable estimate of the causes of 
polar attraction, respecting which there is now only 
unconfirmed conjecture. It is true that the first im- 
pression conveyed is, that the needle is above the in- 
fluence of attraction—but it will enable us to decide 
whether the cause of the wonderful powers of the 
magnetic néedle be resident in the equator or the 
poles. We should be happy to receive’ some dis- 
quisitions upon the subject.— Boston Herald. 





THE SOUTH SEA ExPEDITION.—As the initiatory 
steps for the South Sea. Expedition, dre nearly com 
pleted, and as this is the first time our Government has 
ever undertaken any thing of the kind, we have 
deemed it a fitting time, to republish from a late En- 
glish journal the annexed account of the return of one 
of their surveying vessels. 

His MAJESTY’S SHIP BEAGLE.—His Majesty’s 
surveying ship Beagle has at last returned from her 
long employment in South America, and other parts of 
the world. She sailed from England in 1831, from 
which time until 1835 she was surveying the coasts of 
South America, the Falkland and the Galapagos 
islands. Traversing the Pacific ocean, by the way 
of Otaheite, (or Tahiti,) and New. Zealand, she pro- 
eeeded to-visit Sidney, Hobart Town, King George’s. 


- 
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Sound, the Keeling Islands, the Mauritus, the Cape 
of Good Hope, St. Helena, Ascension, Bahia, Per- 
nambneo, Cape de Verds and the Azores Islands, 
Meridian distances have been carefully measured by 
a large nuinber of good chronometers, during the 
whole voyage. Observations for latitude, for the va- 
riation and cip of the needle, for the intensity of mag- 
netic influence, and upon tides, have been made at 
each principal port.—This connected chain of good 
ineridian distances, is the first that has been carried 
round the world. Froin fourteen to twenty chrono- 
meters have been employed, and the results are highly 
interesting. Geology and Natural ilistory will re- 
ceive contributions from this voyage, as well as Hy- 
dography and Geography. Mr. Charles Darwin, a 
zealous unpaid tributary to the cause of science, has 
labored unremittingly. The medical and other offi- 
cers have collected, in proportion to their opportuni- 
ties and limited means of preserving specimens. It 
is gratifying to state that, in consequence of accidents 
on board, or employment on service, no life has been 
lost, nor has any s*rious injury been sustained by any 
one individual, No boat has ever met with a mates 
rial accident, (except one washed away in a gale off 
Cape Horn,) nor has any man ever fallen overboard. 
Not a spar has been sprung, (except studding sail 
booms,) nota sail has been split till worn too long, 
nor is there a sheet of copper oit the vessel’s bottom ; 
yet this little ship, one of the much-abused ten-gun 
sloops, sometimes called coffins, has always carried 
between seventy and eighty people, seven boats, and 
an unusual quantity of stores ; besides which, she has 
often sailed-with more than eight months provisions 
on board. The Beagle was so well fitted out at this 
dock-yard, and has since been so timely supplied by 
direction of the Admiralty, that neither want nor de- 
ficiency has ever occurred. Some of the officers and 
men have served more than ten years in the Beagle, 
having shared all the disagreeables of a former voyage 
to Terra del Fuego, in 1826-30. The Beagle arrived 
here on Wednesday. via Falmouth; and is lying at 
anchor between the Royal Clarence Baths and Mount 
Edgecombe. Captain Fitzroy and his officers appear 
in excellent health and spirits, and are visited by nu- 
merous persons from the towns, anxious to congratu- 
late them on the successful termination of their inter- 
esting expedition. We never saw a ship in better 
condition, or a finer set of nen as acrew. Captain 
Fitzroy was promoted to the rank of post Captain in 
December, 1834. She has the same officers, with the 
exception of the purser, Mr. Barlow, who died on the 
voyage.—Our readers will doubtless recollect the ac- 
count we gave of the death of Mr. Hilliyar, the Cap- 
tain’s clerk, who was drowned at the Falkland islands, . 
while on a shooting excursion. 





From the Metropolitan, Nov. 25. 
ExuisiTion or Mr. Cocnrane’s Fire Arms. 
We understand that Mr. Cochrane, of whose astonish- 
ing and important improvements in fire arms, the 
newspapers have lately furnished most interesting 


-| descriptions, has lately visited Washington and made 


a series of experiments at the arsenal, in the presence 
of several military and scientific gentlemen, who were 
highly gratified at the result. These experiments 
were made on Saturday last. Yesterday we had the 
pleasure of conversing for some time with Mr. Coch- 
rane, on the subject of his invention; and accom- 
panied him to Brown’s Hotel, where he shewed us, 
his rifle and carbine. With the permission of Mr. 
Cochrane. we lay before the public, the followigg re- 
ports of the military gentlemen, in whose presence, 
eae Seaee whose supervision, the experiments were 
made :— 
Wasuineaton, November 21st, 1836. 

Cotonei:—The enclosed report of Lieutenant 
Scott, which I have the honor to submit, fully con- 
firms the high estimate I had formed of Mr. Cochrane's 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 847 











mn, from the experiments instituted by me on Satur- 
ay, in conformity with your instructions. 

Under my supervision the gun was loaded and dis- | 
charged 500 times—the results proving its great ac- 
curacy, safety, and facility of loading and firing. My} 
attention was particularly called to the apparent dan- | 
gerofignition, from the contiguity of the charges, | 
but from the experiments freely made by Mr. Coch-. 
rane, by placing loose powder in the chambers over | 
the balis, and around the caps, I am convinced that | 
my: apprehensions were unfounded. 

I do not hesitate to say, that with my closest scru- 
tiny, I could not discover any objections to Mr. 
Cochrane’s invention. It will be well to remark, that 
the gun was discharged in all, one thousand and eight 
times, without being cleaned and without missing 
fire. 

The flattened balls accompanying this were fired 
through an inch plank against a vrick wall at a) 
distance of 150 yardz. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE D. RAMSAY, 
‘aplain of Ordnance. 





Colonel Bomrorp, 
U.S. Ordnance. 





The piece was fired this morning 500 times ( mak- 
ing in all 1,008.) It is in the same order it was pre- | 
vious to discharging it. Water was put into the 
chambers, and left for one hour and ten minutes. 
Afterwards it was discharged in the same manner as} 
the others, without the least difficulty. It fires with 
great accuracy. [tried it with Hall’s carbine, both 
being loaded; the firing was commenced, and during | 
the discharging of the nine chambers, the carbine 
could only be loaded once. Not a cap missed. At 
the distance of 150 yards—charge ten grains of pow-| 
der—the ball perforated an inch pine board and was 
flattened against the brick wall. For simplicity it! 
surpasses any thing of the kind [ have yet seen, aot 
as a fire arm, its qualities can be summed up in three 
words. Itis perfect. 








i 


Jno. B. SCOTT, 
First Lieut. Artillery. | 
WASHINGTON ARSENAL, 
Nov. 20th, 1836. 
Mr. Cochrane tired the nine chambers in six se- | 
conds. 


Jno. B. SCOTT, 
First Lieut. Artillery. 





From the National Intelligencer. 
Mr. CocuHran’s MANY-CHAMBERED Frre-ARMsS. 
—In addition to the notice of this invention inserted 





“In fact, for simplicity, accuracy, and certainty, 
together with its other inestimable qualities, your gun 
is, in ny opinion, beyond improvement, and may be 
called the most complele fire-arm.” ET. Bide 





Wortny or Sotprers.—The following paragraph 
which we copy from the Mobile Register, records one 
of the most touching incidents that has fallen under 
our notice for a long time. Poor Wheeler was from 
Newark, N. J. where his father and relations now re- 
side. He afterwards lived for several years at Camden, 
S. C. where he held the commission of Lieut. Col. 
of cavalry in the militia of that state, though a very. 
young man. The resolution of the Mobile Riflemen 
depicts his character precisely as it was, and it is ex- 
ceedingly gratifying to witness such a feeling as has 
been maniiceted on this occesion. ‘To the friends of 
the deceased, it must be peculiarly soothing and con- 
solatory.—N. Y. Courier. 

*« Among other resolutions passed ata late meeting 
of the Mobile Rifle Corps, respectiul to the worth and 
memory of M.J. Wheeler, Jate lieutenant in that 
company, was one adopting bia only daughter—a 
beautiful little girl about seven years of age, and 


| pledging theimselees to cherish, support and educate 


her. This was a noble and magnanimous act, and 
cannot be extolled in a tone too high and exalted, 
The father was aman of high and ennobled feelings, 
was a better friend to others than to himself, and left 
that only pledge of his love to his wile, which the 
members of the rifle company have adopted as their 
own. This is a beautiful moral upon the character 
ofour young population. They now stand to her asa 
father, and they are to cherish, educate and support 
her. 





Tue Meteors.—Professor Olmsted, of Yale Col- 
lege, has communicated the following account for 
publication in the New Haven Herald :— 


vinnual Meteoric Shower.—F acts already ascertain- 
ed leave no doubt of the recurrence of the “« Meteoric 
Shower,” on the morning of the 13th of November. 
The preceding day had been rainy, and early the 
same night the sky war overcast; but before mid- 
night, the firmament became cloudless, and stars shone 
with unwonted brilliancy. 

About half past three o’clock, observing that the 
meteors began to appear in unusual numbers, I di- 
rected my attention towards the eastern part of the 
heavens, whence they mostly proceed, and closely 
watched the stars from the Great Bear on the North 
to Canis Major on the South, embracing in my field 
of view about one third of the firmament. 

It was soon discovered, that nearly all the meteors 





in the Globe on the 23d instant, the subjoined facts! shot in directions which, on being traced back, met 
are believed to be of sufficient importance to command |in one and the same point near the Lion’s Eye. For 
public attention; they are extracted from a letter ad- | a quarter of an hour, from half past three o’clock, I 


dressed to Mr. Cochran by Jno. M. St. John, Esq., 
Master Armorer of the United States Arsenal in this 
city. Mr. Cochran’s invention is not limited to rifles, 
but embraces fire arms of every kind. Mr. St. John 
says :-— 

ae As to the smooth bored gun, in regard to the ac- 
curacy with which it shoots a ball, | must say that 
nothing of the kind that has heretofore come under 
my observation, can be compared with it; for, at the 
distance of fifty yards, a mark the size of adollar was 
struck three times in succession. 

**When the comparison (or rather contrast) was 
made between your gun and Hall’s carbine, as to the 
depth of penetration into pine wood, I was astonished 
to see the great «difference between the two. At the 


counted twenty-two meteors, of which all but three 
emanated from the above radiant point in Leo. Ten 
left luminous trains; twelve were without trains; 
and the three.that did not conform to the general di- 
rection, moved perceptibly slower than the others. 
The geeatest part shot off to the right and left of the 
radiant, a majority tending south, towards the hearé 
of Hydra. The next fifteen minutes afforded but 
seven meteors, and the number gradually declined 
until day-light. 

The exact position of the radiant was near a small 
star, forming the apex of a triangle with the two 
bright stars in the face of Leo. Its right ascension 
was 145 deg. Its place was therefore very nearly 


ithe same as in 1834, differing only half a degree 





distance of fifty yards, the ball from your gun, the'in right ascension, and all the phenomena very much 


first shot penetrated four inches ; the second and third; resemble those observed that year, except that they 


shots 3 8-10 inches each: whilst Hall’s carbine, at’ continue fora shorter period. 


fifty yards, penetrated only 2 8-10 inches. 
“When your gun was double shotted, and fired, no 
tecoil was perceptible. 


. 


Although shooting stars occur at various seasons of 
the year, yet these meteoric showers, whether they 
occur on a Jarger or 2 smalliér scale, are marked by 
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several striking peculiarities :—(1) The meteors are 
mucli more frequent than usual, and sometimes are 
exceedingly numerous. (2) A larger proportion 
than common leave luminous trains. (3) They 
mostly seem to radiate fro.n a common centre, and for 
several years past the radiant has been in nearly tie 
same partof the heavens, namely, in the constellation 
of Leo. I1is also exceedingly remarkable that the | 
shower is not only repeated on the saime day of the | 
year, but arrives at its maxiinum every where, and at | 
every recurrence, at nearly the same hour of the| 
morning—from 3 to 4 o’elock. 
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CHARLESTON Courter OFFICE, 
Nov. 23, half past 1, P. M. 


The steamboat Florida, Capt. Hubbard, arrived at 
Savannah, 20th inst., by which vessel the editors of 
the Georgian received the Jacksonville Courier of the 
17th inst. 

Capt. H. informs us that an express arrived at Jack- 
sonviile half an hour betore he lett, from Gov. Call, 
stating that the army had crossed the Withlacoochee, 
no Indians discovered, ali their villages had been 
found deserted, and that the army had marched for 


| Volusia, Where a supply of provisions had been or- 


By a letter originally coinmunicated to the writer | gored. 
of this article, fron Samuei Dunster, Esq., agert ot! From the Jucksonviile Courier, 17tk inst. 


the Franklin Iron-works at Springvale, Me., it ap 
pears that the display was considerably more splendid | 
at that place than here. The whole number of me- | 
teors counted from 8 o’clock to 15 minutes past 6, | 
was two huncred and fiity-three. An anrorai areh | 
which appeared in the North, between the hours 6f4 


| 


and 5, followed by auroral streamers, enhanced the! 
As was observed | 
here, the meteors emanated from a cominon radiant | 


interest of the meteoric exhibition. 


situated in the constellation of Leo. 

This notice has been delayed in the hore of being 
able to add some particulars respeecling the succeed- 
ing nights, but these have proved unfavorable for ob- 
servation, with the exception of the night of the 15th, 
when the heavens were attentively observed from 
half past two to half past four o’elock. Only six me- 
teors were noticed, of which only two leit trains. 
These proceeded from a common point near the 


western hinder paw of the Great Bear, a position at, 


Jeast fifteen degrees north ofthe radiant observee on 


the 13th. O. 
Yale College, Nov. 16. 
Senet SST A SST oS SATIS eT EASE 
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DOMESTIC IN'TELUIGENCE. 
SEMINOLE WAR. 


CHARLESTON, Nov. 22. 

The schooner Amelia, Capt. Norton, arrived at this 
port last evening, from St. Augustine. We extract 
the following trom the St. Augustine Herald, of the 
17th inst 

ARMY MOVEMENTS.—The army moved from Fort 
Drane on the 11th inst.. for the Withlacouchee. Pro- 
visions are at that point in abundance, and a stearn- 
boat is on that river of so light a drait of water, that 
it is said she can go over the rapids, and will be use- 
ful. in conveying provisions to any point on the river 
that is free from obsirnctions, Several parties ol 
Creeks have been out scoutjng in the neighborhood 
of Fort Drane, but they have not seen any thing of 
the enemy norany signs. Nothing has been heard 
from Gen. Jesup. 


The above -is all the intelligence that we have been 
able to collect in relation to the movements of the 
army. There is now but little fear of a failure for 


want of provisions. Harmony and good will prevail’ transportation to Tampa. 


throughout the army. Hoyses have been provided 
to replace those which were abandoned; and a large 
Le 4 of provisions were conveyed on pack hors :s 

short time must elapse before we can learn any 
thing further of the progress of the army. _ 

The U. S° arned brig Porpoise, Capt. Ramsay, 
went ashore on the point north breaker of Bruans- 
wick harbor, where she had been on a surveying ex- 
pedition on the 10th. Steamer Dolphin happened to 
pass along about an honr afterwards, and laid by her 
until the next rising of the tide, and at half past six 
in the evening took her off. The Porpoise has sus- 
tained no material injury, except the breaking of the 
lower pintles of the rudder. 

We have seen a very complimentary card to Capt. 
Pennoyer, from his passengers, in relation to the 
above, which he declined publishing. 


It is supposed that he is operating | 
in the neizhboriood of ‘Tampa Bay, or Pease creek. | 


The army left Fort Drane, the ‘head quarters of 
Gov. Cali, on the 12th instant, for the Withlacoo- 
chee. 

The following letter, received from Colonel Mills, 
contains so:me particulars of their situation and pros- 
pects. 


“Camp (near Fort DRANE,) 

ss November 10, 1836. 
| < We arrived here with one battalion last night, 
‘and are ordered to be ready to march this morning. 
| © The force present is about 2,260 men, including 
the Creek regiment. Gen. Read has reported to 
Ifead Quarters that he has succeeded in getting a 
steamboat over the rapids of the Withlaeoochee. and 
is confident that he can ascend to the famous Cove; 
if so, it will be important. 

* The army will have twenty-five days rations, so 
that our chance of success wili be better than it has 
been before. 

“No news of Gen. Jesup. 
improving.” 


Gov. Call's health is 


From the New Orleans Dulletin, Nor. 24. 

We learn, through Major Montfort, who left 
| Tampa Bay on the ith inst., that the troops at that 
| point were in fine heaith and under fine discipline, 
and were to move lito the hostile nation as soon as 
itransports conid be provided for their transportation. 
|Under direction of the Quartermaster, some horses 
iwere purchased at Pensacela, to be forwarded imme- 
diately, and an agent was lefi at Mobile, with power 
to purchase enough to inake up the required number. 
|The whole are expected to reach Taimpa Bay in the 
course of six or eight davs, when the campaign would 
icommense. .Colouel Henderson, with the marine 
‘corps, were at Pampa Bay, in fine heaith and spirits, 
‘and will co-operate with the army in the Ludiaa ex- 
pedition. 





From the Pensacola Gazetic. Nov. 19. 

The steamboat Merchant arrived here on Wednes. 
day last, from Tampa Bay. She teft that harbor on 
| Saturday last, and is on ber way to New O:leans, 
| Whence she ts to carry horses, and other means of 
}t seeins that before Gen. 
Jesup arrived at Tampa Bay, Col. Lane had set off 
j}to form his junction with Goy. Cail, and had taken 
; with him all the disposabie horses. It is owine to 
this, that no movement has yet been made by Gen. 
'J., nor can any movement be made by him, until the 
ireturn of the Merchant Up to the 12th inst., no 
communication had been received from the forets un- 
dei Gov. Call, except that sent by express immedi- 
ately after the afiair in the Cove. “The Merchant left 
at ‘Tampa, Nov. 12, ship Edward Bonafée, to sail 
same day for Philadelphia, The St. Louis was lying 
in the bay. The expedition from that ship had re- 
turned without seeing any Indians. The steamboat 
Marion arrived at St. Joseph with two barges on the 
15th, bound to the Withlacoochee. Saw the steam- 
boat Meridian, on the morning of the 16th, near 8t. 
Joseph. 
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Cnrarieston, Nov. 26. 
INTERESTING FROM FLORIDA. 

The brig Gen. Sumter, Captain Bennett, andschr. 
Laura, Captain Spencer, arvived at this port last 
evening, in short passages from Jacksonville. 

The gratifying intelligence las been received by 
these airivals of the deteat of the Seininoie Indians in 
two engagements between the Tennessee Volunteers 
and Florida miiitia, under the coinmand of Gov. CALL, 


and a portion of these savages. Tne regulars and 


friendly Indians in the service of the United States, | 
had previously separited from the force under the | 


command of Gov. Catr, and had proceeded up on 
one side of the Wiithiacoochee, towards the Wahan 


swamp, while the volunteers, under Gen CALL, took | 


the other side of the stream, and encountering about 
one half of the whole force of the Indians, a battle inn- 
mediately ensued, After about an hour’s conflict the 
savaes retreated, with a loss of 20 kiiled and wound- 
ed, the latter of which they carried oi. 
ing day our forces took up the pursuit, and came up 
with the enemy, when a second conilict took place, 
with equally disastrous resuits to the Indians. They 
again retreated, but their loss contd not be ascertained 
owing to the darkness of the night. Our loss in the 
two engagements, was 5 killed and 10 wounded. 

A negro was taken prisoner, who stated that the In- 


dians were divided into two parties, one of which was | 
anxious for peace, but were kept in check by the war | 


party,—both parties are short of ammunition and are 
expected shortly to surrender, unless they procure a 
fresh supply. Hizh encoiniams are given to the gal- 


lantry of Gen. Arnmstrronc, of the Tennessee Volun- | 


teers, as well as io Col. Reep, of the Florida Volun- 
teers. 


heared from at the last accounts. 


We have intelligence trom the mouth of the With- 
lacoochee up to ihe 3d inst. Gen. Read, who is 
charged there with duty of preparing a depotot pro- 
visions at the falls of the Withlacvochee, is busily 
engaged in transporting supplies irom the transports, 


lving about five miies fro. the mouth of the river. | 
Our means of information in regard to the localities | 


there, are not very satisfactory, but we understand 
that the Block House, where the depot is established, 
is eighteen miles from where Gen. Call found the in 
dians embodied, at the place called the Cove. 
regular communication by scouts and expresses had 
been opened between the main body of the army un- 
der Gov. Call, at Black creek, and the Block House, 
and Goy. © was thus kept informed of the progress 
inaking in getting the supplies up the river. 
our informant left the Withlacoochee, it was under- 


stood that on the next day, or the day alter, the whole | 


force under Gov. C. wonid arrive at the Block House, 
and commence operations against the Indians in the 
Cove, One of two things seems now to be certain— 


either that the enemy are embodied in their greatest | 


possible strength at this point, or else that tle Cove 
will be found entirely deserted. ‘There 


Their women and children are probably all at the 
Cove, and itis not unlikely that they have been at 


some pains to add to the defences which the nature | 


of their position supplics. 
Indians is to disperse. 
baffle pursuit for years. 
{le to the whites, however, a most desperate conilict 
may be looked for. The Indians will fight with the 


The true policy of the 
In this way they might still 


fury of despatr, and with a coolness and confidence, | 


inapired by their numerous successes, and it will be 
no holyday work to dislodge them from the Cove. 
-The great difficulty has hitherto been, to find the In- 
diansembodied. This important point is now accom- 
plished. They are found in -a very favorable, and 
what they perhaps consider, an invincible position. 
1t would seem as though, throughout their intercourse 


“he foilow- | 


The other division of our forces had not been | 


VW hen 


are many | 
reasons to hope that the Indians wil make a stand. 


If they stand, and give bat. | 


A, See 


with the whites, they must have concealed the exist- 
ence of this stronghold, with a view to their security 
‘in case of war. Our informant, above alluded to, 
istates, that on the 4th inst., Gov Call was expected 
to arrive with his force at the Cove.—Pensacola Ga- 
, zelie. 


From the Jacksonville Courier, Nov. 10. - 
he army is in motion for the field. The last de- 
taciinent left Black Creek a day or two since. Col. 
| Pierce was ordered to be at Fort Drane on the 9th 
inst. to proceed to the nation. They go again to that 
charmed spot, where nearly all our forces have met 
|deleat, the Withlacoochee ;—where Oseola, proud 


,monareh of the wilderness, reigns triumphant. While 
the orisons of many a sorrowing heart rise to Heaven 
for success to this attempt to bumble the Seminole, 
they tear lest it be like others before it. 
It is stated in a letter from an officer on the west- 

jern side of the peninsula, that Gen. Jesup, havin 
received orders to resume the command in Florida, 
proceeded to S{. Marks to hasten and direct the 
movements of the provisions, &c., for the army, and 
i that he returned, and was then on the Withlacoochee. 
| This accounts for his delay in reaching Fort Drane. 
Gov. Call will probably meet him in the nation. 
There is said to be a large supply of provisions on 
‘the Withlacoochee, and at Tampa Bay. There are 


inearly one thousand regulars, one thousand two hun- 
dred and filty Tennesseans, six hundred or seven 
hundred Pioridians, and six hundred or eight hundred 
'triendly Indians in the country. 





Trxas.—Passengersin the steamer Levant arrived 
yesterday morning from Natchitoches, report that 
several officers had arrived the day previous to the 
departure of the Levant, who stated that the Texian 
Governinent were about to disband the volunteers, 

the greater part of whom would return to the United 
‘States. It is the intention of the Government to re- 


tain only the regniar army, consisting of about 600 
rmen. 


| 


‘The expedition to Metamoraa was not spoken of 
when the officers left the camp. The soldiers were 
in good health, and the country quiet—New Orleans 
True American, Nov. 12. 


A! 


Littrisr Rock, Ark., Nov. 8.—The steamboat John 
Nelson arrived on Thursday, with about 900 Creeks, 
of Tuck-e-bach-a-had jo’s party, in charge of Lieut. 
J.T. Sprague, U. S. marine corps, and Dr. G. W. 
till, surgeon to the party. The party started west- 
ward on Saturday and Sunday by land. The J. -N, 
|returned on Saturday, to bring up about 900 of the 
,;same party, who were left at the post of Arkansas, 
and about 400 more of the same party are coming 
through the Mississippi swamp, with horses, &c., the 
whole to rendezvons at Lewisburg, and proceed from 
| thence to their new homes. 

There are from 13,000 to 14,000 now in the State, 
leaving about 3,000 in the Creek nation, the warriors 
of whom have gone to Florida, to assist in subduing 
the Seminoles. When that is accomplished they 
will emigrate, which will complete the removal of the 
whole Creek nation. 

Capt. Bateinan’s party of 2,500, and Lieut. Scre- 
ven’s, of 3,000, passed the cross roads, twenty-five 
miles north of this place, for the west, on Thursday 
| last. 

Lieut. Deas’ party of 2,600, and Col. Campbell’s of 


_ 2,809, are behind, and will pass up in ten or twelve 
days. 


| ‘The health of the Indians has generally been very 
|good—no contagious or malignant diseases among 
{them. ‘Che rumor that the small pox was prevailing, 


j and that many had died of that disease, is unfounded. 
\— Gazette. 




















350 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 


cans —_ —<— ——— ———— 


Pensacota, Nov. 12. | lahassee the intelligence of their ————. At = 
TAVAL.—The U. S. Sloop of War Boston, whose | events, their movements were so sudden as to render 
pring was announced in aan laat, in the course of her | Necessary all possible exertion to ie the —- 
long cruise in the Gulf, visited the Balize, Metamoras, | for the campaign, and that all possib ; enrages eee 
Tampico and Vera Cruz; after which she returned to | made, is evident from the fact, that had nota — id 
Tampico and took on board Mr. Weaver, who is the | accidents concurred to prevent it, the supplies wou 
bearer of despatches from the Government of Mexico | have been on the ground before they could oF py 8e 
of much importance. A friend on board has furnish- ; adegesor she dostencinon af ine yeaeieaee ua ner 
re hea hoe ie eanha ee pevvaeet mnt 16th | been stored at St. Marks, by the falling into the water 
Sabteinber eubied off the S. Ww. Pass én the morning of the store house which contained them; then the 
f the 19th: sailed from the S. W Pass on the morn.| “elay in getting the provisions which were sent round 
ry e of the 22d - arrived off Metamoras on the evening | !rom that place—the loss of the Lt. Izard at the With- 
athe 26th, lying off and on, sent on shore on the | !acoochee and the destruction of the cargo of the large 
evening of the 27th, came to an anchor the evening of — boat cep, 2 tin Tiere aleak and came 
the 28th ; satled on the morning of October Ist; arriy- 12% Tus portin a sinking condition. 
ed off Tampico on the morning of the 3d ; — on) Boag “oto ae peered g tha peeing ipl 
vening of the same day; arrived at Vera Cruz | )#ssee, Gov. i . 2. — 
of the ametuing of the 5th and anchored off the isi ;| He had either to keep thein there in ~ pe _ 
Sacrificious ; sailed trom Vera Cruz on the morning of | C¢!ve intelligence that the necessary depots of provi- 
P ee oe “nine of the | sions were established, or else to march them at once 
the 13th; arrived off Tampico on the morning of the | ow i incotaiiiiinar te at Attia teal 
19th, visited by the American consul ; arrived off'| tot le seat of war, where, according to a ovmndr~i 
Tampico on the evening of the 24th, stood oif and on, | culation, their supplies must anticipate ya He 
ived on board Mr. Weaver, bearer of despatches | chose the latter course—or perhaps it would be gee 
ve eb Mexico to the U.S. onthe morning of the 25th.” | Correct to say, he was driven to it by the total want, 
The followine is a list of the officers of the Boston: and the impossibility of getting, supplies for these 
Bladen Dulany, Esq. Commander ; Lieutenants, _troops at Tallahassee.—Jbid. 
John Kelly, Fitz Allen Deas, Edwin W. Moore ; Act- 
ing Sailing Master, Guert Gansevoort ; Surgeon, Wil-| Tre ExPLoRING EXPEDITION.—Weare happy to 
liam Johnson; Purser, Peyton A. Southall; Passed perceive that all dilligence is used in fitting out the 
Assistant Surgeon, 1. N. Glentworth; Passed Mid-' vessels destined for this interesting and iimportant ser- 
shipmen, J.J. B. Walbach; Midshipmen, J F. Arm-| vice. We were yesterday favored with an opportn- 
strong, John Rutledge, George Rogers, John C. How- | nity of examining the interior and appliances of the 
ell; Gunner, Jacob Carpenter; Boatswain, George fine staunch store ship, lately built at our Navy Yard, 
Ellison ; Sail Maker, Win. Adams ; Purser’s Steward, under the immediate superintendence of Commodore 
B. Prescott.— Gazette. | Barron. No pains seem to have been spared to render 
: | her in all respects suited to her destination. She car- 
On Wednesday night and Thursday morning last, ries a small armament on her upper deck, and is cal- 
we were visited by the most violent gale that has been  euylated to receive about 3,000 barrels of freight. The 
experienced here for six or seven years past. No se- ‘health and counfort of her crew will doubtless be much 
rious damage was however done to the vessels in the | promoted by the effectual though simple apparatus 
bay, although when the gale abated, the beach was for ventillation, invented by that officer, capable of 
strewed with small craft. Among the vessels that producing a complete renovation of the air of her hold 
went on shore, was the U. 8S. Steamer Maj. Dade.— in the course of a few minutes. We observed also an 
She was to have proceeded on Wednesday morning, to improved apparatus in the cook’s department adapted 
a wood yard, to get wood for her voyage to Tampa 'to the use of anthracite, and learned that she has al- 
Bay. This accident may perhaps delay her for some ready on board a three years stock of that fuel_— 
days. Measures were promptly adopted to get her! Should our explorers find themselves at the south, 
afloat, and she was got otf on Thursday night—Jbid. | passing a winter in a scene analogous to that of 
fio | Melville island, they will, no doubt, among other 
Tuer Semtnore War.—As might have been ex- discoveries, ascertain that the human faculties are 
pectied, the loss of the horses of the Tennessee Vol- wondrously quickened by a due application of this 
unteers, for want of forage, and the failure of the first’ most excellent combustible. We heard it stated that 
attempt against the Indians for want of provisions, is she is to sail in a day or two for her rendezvons at 
by some, imputed to the mismanagement of Gov. Call. | Norfolk, where she will take in her stores.— Poulson’s 
It is especially important at the present moment, that) PAil. 4m. 
no such erroneous impression should go abroad. We | 
therefore hasten to endeavor to correct it.-It willbe; We have been favored with the perusal of a letter 
remembered that before the iniddle of August, the from Garey’s Ferry, Flo , dated 14th instant, which 
Creeks were known to have been subdued, and it was announces “the arrival there of the steampacket Dol. 
supposed that the Tennessee troops would march im- | phin, with two barges, intended for the aseent of the 
mediately from the Creek country, where they had | Ocklawaha. We also gather the following particu- 
been serving, to the seat of warin Florida. A cor-}Jars respecting the U.S. brig of war Porpoise,from 
respondence was opened with them by Gov. Call, | the same letter.— Charleston Courier. 
who, it will also be remembered, was anxious to get} When the Dolphin was on her way from Savannah, 
up a summer campaign, but it was doubtful whether! on the 10th inst, a vessel was discovered on the 
these troops could be induced to move at that season | onter ( north ) breaker of St. Simon’s bar, having an 
of the year. It isscarcely necessary tosay, that with- | American ensign at her main, union down, and firing 
out a full and perfect understanding on this point, it | signal guns in quick succession. he Dolphin im- 
would have been absurd for Gov. Cail to accumulate | mediately bore up for her, and Capt. Pennoyer lower- 
large supplies of provisions at the seat of war, which, | ed a boat, and boarded her, when she proved to be 
especially at thal season ofthe year, must all be rnin- | the U8. brig of war Porpoise, Capt. aot en- 
ed if the Tennessee troops could not be prevailed on | gazed for some time past in examining Brunswick 
to move. After considerable negotiation with the | harbor, with the object of ascertaining its fitness as a 
Tennessee troops and the sending of a number of ex- | naval depot. The survey had been finished, and the 
presses to and fro between Tallahassee and the encamp-| vessel was on her way ont, when she grounded. 
ment of the troops, they suddenly determined to move | Capt. Pennoyer found’ Capt. Ramsay engaged in 
on.. They may be said almost to have brought to Tal- | clearing away, for the purpose of lightening the ves- 
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sel of her guns, but the sea, against a strong ebb tide, | 


was so heavy, that, alter having succeeded in getting 
two of her guns into the launch, weighing 2,200 Ibs, 


the vessel ruiled so much as to-fiill the boaj, and cap- | 


size the guns alongside. The tide then feil away 
from her somewhat, and she lay tolerable quiet. 
Capt. Pennoyer proposed to Capt. Kausay to await 


a rise of the tide, When the Dolphin weuld endeavor , 


to draw her ott. At nearly liigh water, the sea be- 
cathe rather more rough, and ine biig was apparently 
beating further on the shoal, when the engiie of the 
boat was set to work, and atter considerabie difficulty 
she again floated. itis not known what injury she 
sustained, except that her sudder was carried away, 
which will of course detain her for some time. There 
cai be but little doubt (says the letter) that she 
would have been lost, had not the boat came so op- 
portunely to her relief. 


It thus appears that he inhabitants of the sea are | 
not more remiss in their courtesies toward each other | 


than those on terra firma. The beautiful Doiphin 
having exhibited its sympathy, and tendered its assist- 
ance to its more homely iellow of the deep, the Por- 


oise, it is hoped that the Jatter will give evidence of 


its being an enlightened and grateiul fish, by allow- 
ing the usual reiurn for such service, performed in 
time of peril. 

This is the second vessel the Dolphin has saved 


from wreck since the 5th uit; a strong evidence of 


the benefit of steain. 


The Dolphin has since arrived 
at St. Augustine. 


DakiEn, Ga, Nov. 22. 
Navat.—The U. §. brig Porpoise, Capt. Ramsay, 


has returned to St. Simon’s sound, having unshipped | 


her rudder on the north breaker of Brunswick bar. 
The Porpoise crossed the bar in safety, and after 

rounding the breaker head, was forced by the strength 

ofthe current into nine feet water, where she reinain- 


ed until 11 o’clock at night, in a most perijons-situa- 


tion, and with little hope of being saved. She was, 
however, gotten off with great exertion, and with no 
material injury. ‘The Porpoise, we are told, was 
without a pilot, and standing upon the breaker, with 


a view to the location of buoys.— Telegraph. 


To the editorsof the National Intelligencer. 
W asuinGton, Noy. Il, 1836. 


Gextiemen: Upon settling the accounts of Lieut- 


enant J. W. Kingsbury, Assistant Commissary of Sub- | 


gisteuce at St. Louis, Missouri, for the fourth quarter of 
1335, a few days since, my attention wus particularly 
drawn to acredit in the following words ; 

¢ 1535, 29th December. Received from ‘ 4 peniieni’ 
as per letter of Major Loomis, No. B. $13.” 

As instauees of repentauee of this nature are very rare, 
I take the liberty of enciosing you a copy of Major 
Loomnis’s letter to show that Corporal Trim’s doctrine is 
correct, viz. “ that when a soldier does repent, he docs 
it without any hypocrisy.”’ 1f you think proper to place 
it in aniche Uf your paper, it is at your service. 

Respetfully yours. 


Fort Snetuine, ( Upper Mo. river, ) Nov 7, 1835. , 
Dear Kixosnuay: Enclosed you perezive a draft for | 


thirteen dollars, which is designed to reimburse the 
United States a loss which they sustained by an impro- 
per drawing of soldiers’ rations. 
tion took place I believe, in 1332 or °33, after I left the 
prairie, aud while you were commissary there, 

The penitent has desired me to scnd you this amount, 
and requests you will please place it to the credit of the 


United States in your. accounts, as for rations and parts. 


of rations improperly diawa by one who is now peni- 
tent. If necessary, you may send this letter as a voucher. 
May I request you will write me upon the subject ? 
Respectfully, your obedicnt servant, 
: G. LOOMIS, 
Cap. 1st Inf’y, Bot. Maj. U.S Army. 


The chief depreda- | 


REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 
The Portland papers publish the following letter: 
Unitep States Revenve Cutter Morris, 
foriland, Nov. 13, 18386. 
| To Joun CHANDLER, Esq., Collector of the Customs, 
Portland, Maine. 


Srr :—Agreeably to your instrnetions, dated the 
Sist ult., directing me to ** proceed with the Cutter 
‘ Morris.’ under my command, to Fox Islands tho- 
roughiare, Isle of Holt and vicinity, and examine the 
shore of the same, for such property as was on board 
oi the steamboat Royal Tar when burnt, and bury the 
dead bodies of any of the unfortunate people that I 
might find which were lost in her, &c.”’ I sailed 
froin Portland on the morning of the Ist instant, and 
the same evening arrived at Owl’s Head, Penobscot 
bay, where I met Capt. Howland Dyer, of the Re- 
venue Schooner * Veto,” stationed at Castine, who 
very cheeriuily volunteered his and his vessel’s servi- 
ces to assist me in the undertaking. On the 2d inst. 
I visited Vinalliaven, where we ouered a passage to a 
Mr. Coison, one of the sufierers from the Royal Tar— 
the invitation was accepted; while there we obtained 
information irora John Kent, Esq. post master, that 
a trunk had been picked up and carried to Fox island 
'by a fishing vessel, navigated by George Pool, A. 
Guy, and Andrew Orn,—its lock was broken by them, 
and the trunk lightened of $9250 cents. I immedi- 
ately despatched Lieut. Roach to the residence of 
those individuals. Pool was at home, and stoutly de- 
nied having taken any money from the trunk, but con- 
fessed that Orn had taken $12. We then called at 
| Orn’s house, taking Mr. Pool with us—found nobody 
‘at home but Mrs. Orn, who displayed a spirit which I 
believe is not very common among the ladies of Maine 
—at least I trust not; but she finally gave up twelve 
dollars, and we escaped her ladyship without snstain.~ 
‘ing any material injury. The above mentioned trunk 
i belonged to John Ames, Esq. of Tamworth, N. H. 

On the third and fourth we were employed exam- 
ining the shores of Vinalhaven and the islands in that 
‘Vicinity, seeking information, &c. On the 5th we 
visited and strictly examined Deer island and its 
neighborhood. On the 6th visited and examined the 
Isle of Holt, took depositions, and searched one house 
|and a vessel that was seen near the baggage the even- 
‘ing of the disaster. Atthis place we stuck up a copy 
of tie enclosed notice. On the 7th returned to Fox 
isiand and despatehed Lieut. Roach and Gunner, to 
eyamine the same, and to stick up several copies of 
the said notice. .On the 8th, Messrs. Pool, Gay and 
Orn appeared to have become alarmed, and deputised 
:a Mr.. Thomas R. Crockett to callon me and say that 
Mr. Pool was wilting to deliver up to me eighty dol- 
lars and fifiy cents, (the ballance then missing from 
‘Mr. Ames’ tiank,) if I would consent to stop all pro- 

ceedings against him. I told him to bring the sum 
claimed, and I would withdraw all proceedings. On 
the Sth I received a note from Mrs. Pool, enclosing 
eighty dollars and fifty cents, and stating that her hus- 
'band was absent. I have now in my possession, 
(after déducting some trifling expense, ) ninety dollars, 
isnbject to the order of Mr. Ames. On the 10th, 
being convinced that nothing more could be ferretted 


‘out, | made sail for Owl’s Head, to offer passage to 
any of the passengers of the Royal Tar that might be 
‘found there. 

I feel myself under special obligations to Lieuts. 
Roach and Williams, and Capt. Dyer, of the Castine 
Revenue Schooner * Veto,” for their exertions and 
address in the execntion of this undertaking. 

Every body, I believe, is already aware, that it was 
owing to the extraordinary exertions and presence of 
‘mind of Capt. Dyer, of the said Castine Revenue 
|schooner, that any of the passengers of the Royal Tar 

were saved. JI have conversed with many of them, 
and they all look on him as their preserver. T found 
‘him serously wounded and burnt in several places, and 
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his treatment of the unfortunate since the disaster, has | Ist Lieutenant G. W. Ward, 2d artillery, 31st De- 
endeared him to every friend of humanity. Many of |cember, 1336. ' 4 
them have been fed and clothed at his expense, and in! 24 oe M. Churchill, Ist artillery, 30th No- 
doing this, he has, ta my knowledge, distressed him- | Y{NOCN bed. 
> > . : leg 9 j 2 Lie ens xT > sf Att . : 2 ae 

self and family. One of the unfortunate passengers, | Ries tan nine unt W. B. Arvin, 4th artillery, 20th No 
, is W ¢ i in fe t rc . | T 4 a2 x 7 . . 
(a eS ee at a a aa + ary dangt aie Vi. Surgeon Thomas Lawson having been appointed 
situation, being seriously burntand otherwise wound- | py the President the surgeon general of the army, will 
ed.—Ougit not his exertions and sacrifices to be rep-| immediately proceed to the city of Washington, and 
resented to the Department? He has too much mod-| enter upon thé duties of his office. 


esty ever to represent his own case. Heisuniversal-| By order of Mason Generar Macoms: 
ly admitted to be a first-rate public servant, and with- | ROGER JONES, ddj’t. General. 
alla very gentlemanly man. 
ano kind attention of the following gentlemen of | APPOINTMENTS. 
inalhaven towards the passengers of the Royal Tar,; ; ‘ E ; 
are worthy of notice, viz: John Kent, Esq. Postmas- | Nathan Darling, of New York, to be second lieuten- 


e . . ‘ant in the second regiment of Dragoons 
ter, Paul Sawyer, J. & J. Brown, mail contractors— wacky. - bs noes ; 
2 fe . OES A ae sous Lieut. J. W. MeCrabb, 4th inf'y, Asst. Qr. Mr. 
in fact the people in that vicinity, with a few exce p-| Lieui. J. P. Harrison, 6th inf’y, Asst. Com. Sub. 


| 


tions, have evinced much sympathy towards the un-} x 
so 0 ola dae : | SPECIAL ORDERS. 
Your obedient servant, - | Captain J. R. Vinton, 3d art’y, with his company (B) 
EZEKIEL JONES, |to Fort Hamilton, New York harbor. 
Capt. U. S. Cutter Morris.| Captain J. Dimick and Lieut. E. 8. Sibley, Ist art’y, 
‘ : . | to Fort Hamilton, until their health is restored. 
P.8. Every animal belonging to the Menagerie) ‘pye appointment of Capt. R. D. C. Collins, 4th infy, 


was doubtless lost. The elephant was seen afew days|as A Q M. revoked, and Capt. C. ordered to join his 




















ago, floating near Briinstone island. FE. J. | company. 
einen eee, | DECLINED. 
- ARMY. | Asst. Surgeon F. L. Sewall. 
GENERAL ORDER, | NAVY. 
No. 80. ee PR Se a ea i, 


ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, Nov, 29—Li Rail tforth lori 
. z 7 Nov. 22—Lieut. T. Bailey, to recruit for the exploring 
Waushingion, Nov. 30, 1836. expedition eut. T. Bailey, — P - 
I. The troops stationed at Fort Dearborn, Chicago,| P. Mid. O. H. Berryman, navy yard, Washington. 
will immediately proceed to Fort Howard, and join the | 23—P. Mid. D. D. Porter, relieved from order to ship 
garrison at that post. Such public property as may be | Relief. 
left at Fort Dearborn, will remain in charge of Brevet| 24—P. Mid. G.R. Carroll, receiving vessel, Baltimore. 
Major Plympton, of the dth infantry, who will continue} 25—P. Mid. A. L. Case, barque Pioneer, Boston. 














in command of the post until otherwise instructed. | . 96—Mid. N. Barnes, jrs do. do. 

Ii. All the reeruits of the 2d regiment of dragoons | Mid. J. McCormick, Naval School, New York. 
will be immediately organized into companies of sixty Asst. Sur. J. C. Palmer, rendezvous, Baltimore. 
men, with two officers attached to each, and be held in|} P. Mid. O. Tod and C. W. Morris, to Washing- 
readiness for orders to join the army in Florida at the) ton, on duty conneeted with coast survey. :. 
shortest notice. ‘The companics will be armed with | nr eee Se ee 
carbines, and be commanded by the Lieut. Colonel, or); ~~ ———SS—S—SS SS 
Major of the regiment. MARRIAGE, 








lil. The superintendent of the recruiting service, | 
eastern departinent, will despateh from the central de- | 
pot, with as little delay as practicable, the number of} . Mrs. Jol Aa Rcanes Pat ie TATE" 
reeraits required for the following designated regiments L 4 eer Pag ¢ s ELIS ADELE EAT LED Oae 

4° - ’ sthins 4 4. ata < 4 ‘ » 


On the 3d ult., at Mariana, Camden County, Geo. the 











and posts :— 'TOUN 
For the squadron of Ist dragoons, Fort Gibson, 75 POUN. 
For companies A, D, E, G, 1, 4th infantry, now, | = er ae 
or lately, at Suwanee Oldtown, Flor., agree- | DLATEHS. 
ably to previous orders, - - - as ee ee 
For thirty-one companies of artillery, serving in : i ns . i” agai ay Pe ngage ene ee 
Florida, yf ; - - af es 550 | In this city, on Wecnesday, the 2d Nov., Captain 
WV a apen T xy PTHOpN YT y , , oemne at te x 
For company C, 2d art’y, and company B, 3d )ART HUR W ze, HORN PON, of the army of the Unit- 
art’y, at Forts Monroe and Hamilton, — - - 61 ed States. In June 1834, he was attacked by a paralytic 
For company I, 2d art’y, and 142 affection, which deprived him of the power of articula- 
Companies 8 end I, 4th art y, . 30% 44 tion. In other respects he possessed his faculties al- 


mostunimpaired. He has, however, been sinking grad- 
—___ | ually ever since. In the death of Capt. Thornton, the 
849 | army has lostone of its most gallant spirits, and society 
IV. The detachment of 77 recruits, ordered to Baton | 0 of its most cherished mesabers, He lived not for 
Rouge and New Orleans, trom the western recruiting | meaner, bes for others. His whole life Was a series of no- 
depot, in September last, is assigned to, and will ac-, ble sacrifices and delicate attentions to the interests and 
cordingly be mustered in the 4th regiment of infantry, | Convenience of his fi iends.—- Pensacola Gazette 
V. The resignations of the following named officers | At Louisville, Ky. on the Sth ult., in the lth year of 
have ‘been accepted by the President of the United, her age, Miss ELIZA BOOTH, daughter of the late 
States, to take effect at the dates set opposite to each, | C2ptain B. W. Boortn, of the navy. . 
respectively, to wit: ° bi At Detroit, on the 30th Oct., Lieut. Col. DANIEL 
Captain T. Hunt, 5th infantry, 31st October, 1536. BAKER, 6th Infantry, U.S. Army, aged 61 years. 
Captain H. Smith, 6th infantry, 16th November, 1836. | ve oe Se ere 
Captain W. M. Boyce, Ist infantry, 14th November, | REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS. 


At or near Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 





836. | At West Point, on the 5th instant, Major RODGER 
Ist Lieutenant J. McClellan, Ist artillery, 19th No- | ALDEN, in the eighty-thifd year of his age. Major 
vember, 1836. | Alden was a brave and distinguished officer of the revo- 
Ist Lieutenant T. B. W. Stockton, Ist infantry, 30th | lutionary army, and has since filled honorable civil sta- 
November, 1836. | tions in Pennsylvania and this State, 


Ist Lieutenant J. W. Barry, Ist artillery, 30ih No-| In Currituck county, (N. C.) on the 13th Oct. Colonel 
vember, 1836. | THOMAS POYNER, ia the 77th year of his age. 








